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2025 was the fifth year of the charity’s operation, continuing its 

established direction of purpose.  Heritage- skill further education 

was granted as a bursary to a University of Lincoln MA conservation 

student, for work experience with the National Trust at its textile 

conservation studio in Oulton Street, Norfolk. In addition, as a result 

of discussions, and a site visit to the stonemason workshops at 

Moulton College, Northampton, a focussed educative support, in the 

form of outside courses and work- experience in a cathedral stone 

mason yard for three stone mason students, was to be grant- 

awarded in 2026. 

Following his survey visit in March 2025, Peter Martingdale, the 

conservator, submitted his Consultation Report, detailing the 

condition and suggested conservation of the nationally important 

medieval wall paintings in the Digby chapel of St Andrew’s Church, 

Stoke Dry in Rutland. The Report was distributed to 7 interested 

parties, including the Peterborough Diocesan Advisory Committee. 

The charity granted the Report cost to St Andrew’s Church plus the 

extra cost of the paint analysis .The actual conservation cost is 

expected to be considerable. 

Six fund- raising events were held in 2025 to support The Counties 

Heritage Foundation charitable purpose.  

 

Rosemary Newman, Chairman, The Counties Heritage Foundation 

25 September 2026 

 


