
 



 

 



Groombridge Men’s Shed 

Chair’s Report  

AGM 21st September 2026 7.00 p.m Groombridge Village Hall 

1) Chair introduction 
Evening everyone and thanks for coming. I am Jim Litchfield the chairperson of GMS and I’ll 
tell you what has been achieved during the year.                                                              

2) Chairpersons report 
First I would like to thank all those members that have helped in getting and keeping the 
shed running. Including all the officials and all the volunteers of which there are many and 
you know who you are. Thank you. 
Its been an eventful year.  We had our pop up shop in November last year as normal but the 
takings were more than normal with about £1,200 being raised which helps with all the 
expenses. 
Over the years we have been given a lot of tools and the surplus ones have been sent to 
Africa. 
We have made lots of items for the public  
We have made lots of bird boxes for Wild Groombridge, including some for the Guides and 
Scouts to put together. 
The 2026 May fair was very successful, we sold a lot of tools and wooden items made 
including bird boxes, with the takings amounting to about £975. 
For Armistice Day, we put the two soldiers and a wreath on the end of the shed again and 
we had a good turn out. I think the show we put on went down very well in the village and 
we had tea and cakes in the shed afterwards. 
 
A number of talks to the local community were organised.  
 
We organised a talk by Dr James from the Groombridge and Hartfield Surgery on heart 
health was arranged for all local residents, which was well attended and appreciated.  
 
One of our members, Julian Lloyd, a retired policeman, gave a talk about the art of 
surveillance which was held in the long room at the Junction Pub. This was open to all local 
residents and was well received. 
 
The next talk was also by a member, Dave Hankey, who was a well known photographer in 
the village. About 50 local residents turned up for what was a very good talk, there were a 
lot of questions and interest. 
 
In conclusion, I think it was a good and event year. Well done everyone and long may it last. 

         

 
 
 


