
 

Chew Valley Baptist Church Annual General Meeting Report July 2026 

Disciples of Jesus sharing God’s transforming love. 
 

AGM Report 2026 (Nigel) 

As we look back over 2025/26 our overwhelming response is one of thanksgiving and gratitude to 
God for his faithfulness. Whilst we may well have a long way to go, our church is beginning to reflect 
more of the meaning of what the New Testament describes as ‘fellowship’: meaning partnership, joint 
participation, and sharing a common life. Disciples of Jesus sharing God’s transforming love reminds 
us all of those twin essential dimensions of relationship – our vertical relationship with God, which 
overflows into deep, horizontal unity and mutual support for one another. We then need to share this 
transforming love beyond ourselves. My sense is much of our energy has been taken up with 
maintaining what we’ve become accustomed to doing together and our leadership team have served 
us well. Our challenge, as we look to the year ahead, is to lean more into God’s preferred future for 
his church: Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
(Ephesians 3:20-21) 
 
Sundays (Margaret) 

Our Sunday 10 am services have continued in an informal style with worship, teaching and fellowship. 
We are blessed by the wide age range of the congregation and participation from young to old. It is 
good to welcome a group from our Winford congregation who are now joining us on a Sunday 
morning. 

We have a steady number of 25 to 30 attending each week including a growing number of families. 
There are always activities available for children in line with the theme each week and we run Family 
Zone most weeks that are not planned as all age. 

Our themes over the year have included ‘words of faith’, Advent, Colossians, an extended time in the 
gospels following the whole life story of Jesus, and then an LICC series ‘Frontline Sundays’, and a 
focus on ‘belonging’. In September 2025 we enjoyed our annual church weekend away to Port Eynon 
where we enjoyed worshipping together on the beach.  

We have been diversifying our worshipping style by including more all age Sundays and “dwelling in 
the word” to encourage participation from the congregation. This has been well received and we 
continue to evolve this part of our service, aiming to ensure that everyone feels welcome and 
included. 

We welcomed over 50 people at our Carol Service, including a number from our Renew space at 
Bishop Sutton, and our Easter services were also well attended including a time of reflection on Good 
Friday and our celebration on Easter Sunday. 
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Children and Young People (Kay) 

Open the Book continues in Winford, Chew Magna and Dundry schools with a focus upon sharing 
bible stories with the children. Thanks go to all who volunteer for this invaluable outreach and have 
now built strong links with the schools over many years.  

Acorns continues to thrive and grow and Catharine has continued to build a supportive and nurturing 
group in which families feel welcome and looked after. Thanks go to the many volunteers who support 
Acorns; these include the willing hands, who set up the toys and games each Sunday after Church, to 
the regular volunteers who help with hospitality and packing up; all are visibly sharing God’s 
transforming love every week!   

Messy Church In the last year we have held three outreach “messy church” style events in  
partnership with St Andrew’s: All were well attended by local families, including some from Acorns, 
plus others from across the wider Chew Valley and we met several children who mentioned Open the 
Book.  We celebrated Light in October half term, Christingle in December and an Easter celebration in 
April. 

Safeguarding Our safeguarding policy is reviewed annually in line with Baptist Union guidance and 
we are able to seek advice at anytime from the WEBNET safeguarding lead. The safeguarding policy 
statement is on display on church noticeboards  and also on the Church website.  Our annual  whole 
church safeguarding update took place during a morning service in June 2025. Further statutory 
training is attended on a needs basis throughout the year and/or as updates are needed.  

Renew Wellbeing (Margaret) 

Our Renew Wellbeing space at Bishop Sutton continues to develop with around 10 to 15 regular 
attenders and team.  Simple activities are always provided, such as puzzle books and games, but our 
current regulars do enjoy a good conversation on topics from trains and motorbikes, to travel and 
holidays. As ever, we enjoy the cakes that Catharine provides for us most weeks and we share with 
the preschool staff, building some great relationships there and with key members of the library team.  

Attendance in our prayer space can vary from two to eight of us in any given week. One of the real 
joys over recent weeks has been the conversations about faith that flow easily out of the other 
conversations. There are some really encouraging ongoing conversation about faith, with some 
exploring and others revisiting faith. Some of these conversations are one to one whilst others can 
include the whole group. It’s great to feel that people trust one another and are happy to be open with 
each other. It has also been great to witness and hear about how the members of our group support 
one another away from the Renew space with some strong friendships developing. 

We also continue to hold a Renew Wellbeing space at Winford on the third Thursday of each month. It 
has been lovely to spend time with and get to know members of our Winford community including a 
couple who are not regular Sunday attenders. 

Community Links (Cordula) 

We continue to build good relationships within our community through the use of our buildings and the 
many lettings which take place in them. It is really good that we can share our buildings with all the 
different local communities; they are spaces that can be shared and appreciated by all. Chew Magna 
regular lettings include three Community choirs, three Youth Theatre groups, two Art groups, several 
Pilates exercise classes, an Adult Drama group, a Dancing for health group and a monthly Memory 
cafe.  
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Additionally both Chew Magna and The Link (Bishop Sutton) are occasional venues for local events, 
hosted by outside organisers, including CV Fringe Festival, Baby Boppers, Youth Theatre workshops 
and Holiday Clubs. Bristol Baptist College, and other Baptist churches, also occasionally hire our 
Chew Magna building and all say what a special place it is. Our Chew Magna premises were again 
used to host the Easter lunch for Chew Chat - a group for older people (over 70). Children’s parties 
are also popular on Saturdays - everyone thinks it’s a great venue and really appreciate using it. In 
October we will be one of the venues on the Chew Valley Arts Trail and we look forward to welcoming 
many visitors through our doors.  

Through our Link building we have partnerships and good relationships with both Bishop Sutton Pre 
School and Chew Valley Community Library - they are our main users; the Parish Council and local 
WI are also regular users. We hold a Renew Café there and then there is the weekly Thursday 
Community Café which also hosts the “Death Cafe” for an hour each month (we don’t charge for this). 
The Community Library , along with running their Saturday breakfast, recently offered refreshments to 
a local Mendip cycling event which many cyclists enjoyed. 

Additionally our chapel in Winford hosts a Renew Café space once a month. Our Blagdon building is 
also appreciated by the community with a play group, a scout group plus numerous children’s parties 
using the premises. A local creative organisation called Trigger are in the process of purchasing the 
building but they also enjoy current use of the premises. They have involved the local community in 
how they would like to see the building used in the future and look forward to being a part of it.  

All in all, our buildings are our spaces through which we can share the love of Jesus with all in the 
local community. 

Giving - Mission and Charities (Cordula) 

It is so important that we, who have more, give of what we have in whatever way, to enable those who 
have less to flourish and to be able to share in the transforming love of Jesus. Our giving during 2025 
included regular monthly donations of £200 from the church to support Webnet. Webnet exists to 
support, encourage and equip churches in our region to enable people to encounter and grow in 
relationship with Jesus.  

We also supported the Baptist Missionary Society with regular monthly payments of £80. BMS World 
Mission is a Christian mission organisation, working in over 30 countries on four continents, to help 
people experience fullness of life in Jesus Christ. 

We also donated to Caring in Bristol. We held a special service in December and,together with St 
Andrew’s, gave over £600 to the charity that supports the homeless. 

We held a Christingle service as well. Christingle is a joyful celebration that brings families and 
communities together to share the light of Jesus and spread a message of hope. Through this we 
managed to give the Children’s Society £150. 

Another way in which we’ve given last year is to give all the Year 6 pupils in our ‘Open the Book’ 
schools a Christian booklet called ‘It’s your move’, to help them with their transition from primary to 
secondary school. We’ve also given away Christmas story books to our Acorns families and easter 
eggs too! All so important in building our relationships and encouraging others to come to know 
Jesus. 
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Pastoral and Spiritual Care (Kay) 

A distinctive guiding principle for the early Baptists was the importance of  “walking together and 
watching over each other in love” and in our own Church  care is shown and shared in our fellowship 
together, through informal chats, through friendship and prayer.   A particular blessing during the last 
year has been the sharing of individual faith journeys and discussion about faith, including Baptism, 
as this helps us to grow and discern the mind of Christ together. 

Home groups are a great way to share fellowship and learn more about God together in a relaxed and 
supportive environment. We currently have one group (which meets in West Harptree) and  it would 
be wonderful to nurture and establish other groups in the year ahead.   

Prayer requests are welcomed and home visits or time to chat can readily be arranged and all are 
encouraged to speak with a member of the leadership team as needed. Additionally Ian and Maggie  
have kindly offered to support the coordination of practical pastoral support within the Church.  

As we look towards the coming year we continue to seek to discern the mind of Christ together and to 
grow as disciples of Jesus sharing God’s transforming love with others. 

AGM Report July 2026 compiled by members of the Leadership Team. 

A finance overview and buildings update will be shared with the Church at the AGM on Sunday 12th 
July 2026 following the morning service. 
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