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Secretary’s Report 
 

OSM URC has had another action packed year!  In January 2025 our preachers began with a 
series on the subject “Limitless”.  This included sermons on God’s Limitless Faith, Limitless 
Wisdom, Limitless Grace and Limitless Love.  In February and the majority of March, we 
moved onto the first six sermons of an eleven part series taking a deep dive into 1 Peter.  
This was followed by a short three part series about Psalm 119 followed in the summer by a 
memorable seven part series about Barnabas, the “Son of Encouragement”.  In Autumn, we 
returned to 1 Peter for a second time for the final five parts of the series.  We observed 
Remembrance Sunday on 9th of November and a two part series on the subject of Elisha 
followed.  The final series of the year, which corresponded with Advent, was entitled “God’s 
Rescue Plan”.  This was a very enlightening series that took us from the Garden of Eden to 
the birth of Jesus and His role in God’s great plan.  This series concluded in our Carol Service 
where we were also treated to separate solo performances from two young musicians.  The 
performances were fantastic and enjoyed by all.  Just remind me to bring a torch next year. 
 
During the summer we had the opportunity for an outdoor “Forest Church” service in East 
Hill woods, which gave us the chance to worship in the splendour of God’s creation.  A 
further outdoor service was planned later in the summer but it was too hot!  Hard to 
imagine, while writing this report on a dark and cold early February day. 
 
Thank you to all who took part in our church services and especially Ruthie for all her work 
behind the scenes. 
 
In 2025 the church received feedback from the Church Healthcheck questionnaires that they 
had completed in 2024.  The church members continued to consider the future of the 
church and the ways in which we could reach out to the people of the town. 
 
Over the year a number of long standing members of the church moved away and will be 
greatly missed.  However, we were also delighted to see a number of new visitors become 
regular members of the congregation.    
 
OSM URC was once again involved on Tar Barrel night by providing drinks and refreshments 
while “Good News for Everyone” handed out Bibles.  During the Christmas lights switch on 
in Ottery St Mary town centre  we again provided refreshments while also inviting people to 
our Carol Service and Pop Up Nativity.   
 
 

Tom Errington 
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Foodbank 

 
This year has been relatively quiet compared with previous years and we have been able to 
provide for people’s needs with a smaller requirement for us to buy food to make up our 
stocks. 
We are very grateful for the people who have given so generously throughout the year both 
of food and money to enable us to continue to help those in need. 
This year we have provided more than 570 people with more than 5100 meals and spent 
£2090 on greengrocery vouchers 
We are very grateful to all the people who donate money and those who donate by monthly 
banker’s order as well as the people who donate food; to Joshua’s Harvest Store who 
agreed to accept the greengrocery vouchers when the greengrocer in the town closed 
down; to the Ottery St Mary URC who provide us with premises, insurance and storage and 
to the Church Elders who have an “oversight” responsibility for the Foodbank. 

 
         David Briden 

 
 

Fabric Report  
 

Church 
 
Maintenance and repairs to the fabric of the church and hall continued during the year, 
arranged as necessary. 
 
At the beginning of November, the east gate pillar on Jesu Street was demolished by a 
vehicle and this is now subject to an Insurance claim against the driver. Reconstruction will 
commence when the weather allows. 
 
Roof slate repairs were carried out on the church roof. 
 
The last Quinquennial Inspection reported on possible woodworm in the church and a 
timber specialist reported that woodworm was present around the organ and adjoining 
dais, as well as limited infestation in the roof timbers.  
 
Unfortunately when the treatment to the roof timbers was about to commence, some 
Asbestos related material was discovered and the treatment had to be suspended. A 
subsequent Asbestos Survey confirmed that some Asbestos material was present under the 
roof insulation.  
 
Quotations were received for the removal of all insulation and any Asbestos material and a 
firm has been appointed to carry out the work. A site meeting has been arranged for early 
January and it is hoped that work will commence shortly thereafter. Once the Asbestos 
material has been removed, the roof timbers will be treated for woodworm and new 
insulation material will be laid. 
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A leak on the incoming water main from Batts Lane necessitated the excavation of a trench 
from the boundary wall to find the source. As the leak was not on the public road, 
responsibility fell to the church. However, a repair was not possible and a new mains water 
pipe was installed. The work was completed under the Church Insurance. 
 
The external Porch doors have been repaired to allow for easier opening. 
 
Further property investigations are required for possible structural movement, (QI refers). 
 
A new Range cooker and a new Dishwasher have been installed.  
 
Repainting to the damaged areas in the Hall will be undertaken in the New Year. 
 
The church buildings, both Sanctuary and Hall, continue to be used by Community groups 
each week. 
 
 
Manse 
 
The property continued to be let. 
 
Maintenance and repairs have been undertaken as required. 
 
Further repairs to the floors have been necessary. In particular, the Kitchen floor was 
replaced necessitating the replacement of the Kitchen units. The repairs to other floors in 
the property will continue in the New Year. 
 
A new electric cooker was installed. 
 
Further work to the property is also being considered, particularly additional ventilation in 
the roof (QI refers). 
 

George Moon 

 
The Mission Group 

 
Mission Group proposal for 2026 
 
The mission group of Tim Beard, Nesia Derby-McCabe and John Nash met on 26 January 
2026. An earlier meeting took place on 17 June 2025 to plan for the mission service held on 
14 September. We are still looking for another member of the group. This will be important 
to sustain the viability of the group in future.  
 
Nesia Derby-McCabe provided a report on Pastor Charles progress in Grenada.  
The foundations have been laid for the new church in Grenada and we have received a 
video of the activity. We have received thanks from Pastor John Charles in Grenada for 
support of very poor people in Grenada. 
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Contact has been restored with Somchai in Thailand. During the year he changed internet 
provider, and it took us a couple of months to restore the link. During the year Somchai’s 
wife had a bad fall, but she has largely recovered now and continues to help him with the 
work. We received numerous pictures and a helpful letter at Christmas. 
 
An annual Report for Kunhar Christian Hospital was received. 
 
Support for the Persecuted church and refugees will now only be through Open Doors. The 
mission group judges that it is best to concentrate our support on one agency. 
 
The general support for overseas mission will continue to be £6,000. 
 
 
Local Evangelism 
 
The O6 Project has ceased operations in Ottery. 
 
So there are funds of £2,500 available for local evangelism and projects. 
 
It is suggested that £1,500 be made available to a suitable Counties project ~ the elders to 
advise. 
 
And also £500 to Good News for Everyone for the provision of bibles. 
 
Furthermore, to make a payment of £500 to the work of St Petrock’s Exeter, working with 
the homeless.  
 
 
Proposed Overseas support for 2026 
 
The elders have recommended that the amount given to each activity should remain the 
same as last year. 
 
Summary of Overseas Mission activities supported 
 
Missionary Aviation Fellowship Using aircraft to provide help for 

missionary work in remote areas with 
poor road infrastructure. 

 
 Open Doors Persecuted Christians/ refugees  
 
Thai Pocket Testament League   Evangelism/ Teaching/ Poor relief 
 
Kunhar Christian Hospital, Pakistan Support building of new                 

infrastructure in remote area 
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#El Shaddai Children’s Home, Chennai  Running costs of orphanage and 
       old peoples’ care. 
 
Family Support in Grenada    John Charles,  

Ministry for those in need. 
       
 
 
Suggested support: 
 
  Missionary Aviation Fellowship  £1,000  
  Open Doors       £1,000  
  Thai Pocket Testament League  £1,000 
  Kunhar Hospital    £1,000 
  El Shaddai#     £1,000 
  Grenada     £1,000  
 
    TOTAL             £6,000 
 
# Funding for El Shadai is subject to satisfactory resolution of current situation concerning 
an unproven allegation against Joseph Paul. 
 
 
Total Mission support = £8,500. 
 
 

John Nash   27.01.26 
 
 
Background to Joseph’s arrest. 
 
- One of the older girls at El Shadai has made a recent allegation of sexual assault against 
Joseph Paul, the founder and General Manager of El Shadai.  
- He denies the allegation and protests his innocence. 
 
 - However Joseph was arrested as a result of this allegation and has been held in custody 
without charge since December 2025. 
- Joseph has not yet been charged with any criminal offence, even though he has been held 
for around 50 days. 
- Joseph founded El Shadai approximately 25-30 years ago. Throughout this time many 
children have grown up in the care of El Shadai (I would estimate at least 100). 
- We are not aware of any previous allegations ever having been made about Joseph or 
anyone else at the home throughout this time. 
- Tim Beard has known Joseph for 24 years and has made a number of visits to El Shadai 
throughout that period. Throughout this time Tim has never had any cause for concern or 
reason to doubt Joseph.  
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- It is notable that many former residents who grew up in El Shadai have since moved on, 
married, had children of their own, and still continue to return and visit, and treat Joseph as 
a grandfather to their own children. 
- The Indian trustees have assured UK supporters that they believe the allegations to be 
false and apparently the closest living relative (grandmother) of the girl in question has also 
said that she does not believe the allegations. 
 
- Joseph lives on the El Shadai campus in a house with his wife, daughter and parents. The 
girl residents stay together in a girls dormitory in a separate building. There are many 
children and staff on the El Shadai campus and there is almost always somebody around. It 
would not be easy for anyone to get a child alone, without somebody noticing.  
  
- El Shadai has won awards for the standard of its care in recent years, being recognised by 
the state government.  
- Nevertheless it is well documented that the Indian Government, and increasingly the Tamil 
Nadu state government, have become increasingly hostile towards Christian organisations in 
recent years. India is governed by a Hindu Nationalist party. Many Christian organisations 
have been forced to close down in recent years. 
- Following Joseph's arrest, the state government acted extremely quickly to remove the 
children from the care of El Shadai and redeploy them to other state institutions, which 
could be indicative that this was a pre-planned initiative.   
 
- Obviously we do not know the truth of this matter. But the Lord knows. It is notable that 
so far Joseph has still not been charged with any offence. It is certainly possible that this 
could be a state sponsored attack on El Shadai, to undermine Joseph's credibility and 
effectively shut down the children's home. Such a move could have been provoked by 
jealousy and a general anti-Christian prevailing worldview.  
 
- However we cannot know for sure. Therefore we should pray first and foremost that the 
truth will be made clear to all and that justice will be done, and pray too for restoration. 
Pray that somehow God will bring good out of this terrible situation. Pray for Joseph and his 
family. Pray for the children who have been suddenly moved into unfamiliar homes, ripped 
away from the familiar home they knew at El Shadai, and pray for the girl who made the 
allegation.   
 

Supplied by Tim Beard   
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Youth Team Report 
 
Another year passes and another year of amazing blessings within the youth and children’s 
work. It has been such a pleasure and privilege leading such a fantastic work in the church 
and working with such amazing volunteers. Thank you to each and everyone of them. Without 
them this work just wouldn’t happen. 
 
In Youth Church we continued to use the Energize resource from Urban Saints. It is an 
excellent resource that offers comprehensive and thorough plans that really helps the leader 
plan the session. They are very well thought out and scripturally sound. I also like the way 
that they give you a variety of ideas – aimed at different levels of knowledge. There are 
resources for children and young people that come to church regularly but also those that 
don’t come much at all. At the beginning of the year, we were looking at the life of Jesus, 
looking at his disciples, his sermon on the mount, the Lords Prayer and Salvation. After Easter 
we explored Relationships. This included family, parents, siblings, and our church family. After 
Easter we explored some of the ‘I ams’ and during the last part of the summer we explored 
some of the ‘Women of God’ in the bible. 
 
During the Autumn term we explored what the bible had to say about ‘Acting Justly.’ We 
looked at themes of how justice starts at home, the broken world we live in and the hope that 
Jesus brings. This led nicely into Advent. 
 
We welcomed Tim to the Youth Church team this year. He works with the older group. Also, 
we continued, in the main, to include the children and young people in the service once a 
month by running either a Café Church or All Age Service.  
 
Sometimes sessions didn’t happen if there weren’t enough young people. There must be at 
least 2 young people in a session for it to happen on a Sunday morning. This is because of 
safeguarding plus it is a bit awkward one on one! 
 
Thank you, Ali, Sue, Ruthie, Tim, and Tom, for all the work you put into the groups.  
 
FiSH 
 
FiSH over the year has been a lot of fun. It was a tale of two halves when it came to numbers. 
For the first half of the year, we had great numbers for two sessions a month. However, when 
our older young people left (due to leaving school etc) we saw our numbers take quite a dip. 
Due to busy lives, commitments, and an already small number base we did cancel sessions 
quite regularly due to a lack of interest. This continues to be the case and both Tom and I are 
looking now at how we can run the sessions with reduced numbers. We really need at least 4 
young people per session to make it viable. 
 
We did lots of activities over the year, inside and out. We did walks in the wood, escape 
rooms, games nights, games in the dark and so much more. We also went a couple times to 
‘The Gathering’ in Exeter. This is a youth event drawing young people in from the local area. 
These were very well planned, and the young people seemed to enjoy it.  
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In September while I was on Sabbatical Tom and Ali took a group to Ottery Fire Station. They 
had a fantastic time there. I heard hoses were in action! Thank you, Paul Hedges and Steve 
Alford, for leading that session and making us most welcome. 
 
A group of us from FiSH had an amazing time at SPREE 2025 in June. This was a really special 
Spree this year as it was the last one that the older ones went to. A lot of the older young 
people had been going since we first started going. The weather was good. Our position this 
year was a lot better than previous - so not too much walking. Thank you to Tom and Ali for 
coming to help over the weekend. Again, without them these events just wouldn’t happen. 
Also, a massive thank you to Mike Sharpe, Ruthie and Rachel (from Newton Poppleford) who 
helped set up the camp on Friday morning. It was so welcome, and I cannot thank them 
enough. It is so good to be able to get back there at 6 pm on the Friday and have it all set up 
and not have to rush around.  
 
This year there was no holiday club due to me leaving TheO6 and being on Sabbatical. 
However, I am looking at the possibility of running one this summer under the churches 
banner. If you would be interested in helping please see me. 
 
Over the year we have done a few events for children and young people, hopefully attracting 
families from the community. Whilst they have been amazing activities, well planned and well 
resourced they haven’t been particularly well attended. We have tried a pancake party, light 
party, Forest Church, Pop Up Nativity etc and whilst a few from our church came, from the 
community there was little take up. A decision was made therefore that whilst we would not 
stop doing these activities, we would scale it back to meet the needs of the church family 
rather than expecting a lot from the community. Hopefully as we do more in the community 
to make ourselves better known – tar barrels, Christmas leaflets, Easter etc then families will 
begin coming in. 
 
Thank you all for your prayers over 2025. Please continue to pray for the youth and children’s 
work in 2026. Pray that God will bless it, and we see more families, youth and children coming 
in.  
                                                                                                                        Graham 
                                                                                                                        Youth and Families Pastor 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


