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In 2025 GUST marked a decade of supporting Gloucester’s cultural sector. The city’s creative, arts and 
heritage landscape has developed significantly in this time, and we continue to play a role in nurturing 
emerging organisations and promoting partnership working. 
 
In line with its constitution, GUST welcomed four new Trustees (Marianna Hay, Jonathan Lund, Simon 
Murray and Toby Smith) in December 2025. Donna Renney, whose vision brought GUST to life, will step 
down from the Board at the AGM in April 2026 and we thank her for more than a decade of driving the 
charity’s mission. Existing Director Kate Danielson was joined by former Trustee Clair Greenaway as Co-
Director in late 2025 and, along with the new Trustees, they have embarked on reviewing GUST’s impact 
and developing future strategy. 
 
The total income for the charity in the year to March 31st 2026 was £54,351 against £128,293 year 
ended March 31st 2025. We closed the year with cash of £12,822, of which £9,200 is identified as 
restricted funds allocated to the SPF Gloucester 200 project. 
 
 
Activity 1 April 2025 – 31 March 2026 
Over the past twelve months GUST has worked particularly closely with Gloucester City Council and 
Gloucester Culture Trust to deliver two development projects whilst also collaborating with Dialect to 
explore potential for growth in the city’s literary ecosystem. 
 
Together Gloucester 
GUST continues to support Gloucester Culture Trust in the delivery of Together Gloucester, an Arts 
Council England Place Partnership project (https://gloucesterculture.org.uk/projects/together-
gloucester/). 
 
As one of nine partners delivering the programme, GUST is particularly charged with supporting the 
incubation of emerging cultural organisations. In Spring 2025 Together Gloucester, with match funding 
from GUST and The Music Works, commissioned GUST to deliver an organisation development 
programme for Kings Jam Festival (https://www.kingsjamfestival.com/). With the ambition of 
establishing the event as a sustainable fixture in the city’s calendar, this project brought together 
stakeholders and, most significantly, young people, to workshop and develop a future path for Kings 
Jam. It incorporated an opportunity for young people to develop their producing expertise and receive 
professional mentoring. Collaborating with Yaw Owusu (https://byyawowusu.com/), GUST produced a 
set of recommendations for Kings Jam and is now supporting the Festival’s Founder to explore next 
steps in setting up a Community Interest Company in 2026. 
 
Stories 
GUST is actively contributing to the development of Gloucester’s future Cultural Strategy. Participating 
in collaborative city-wide activity as part of this process, the need to reflect on the city’s literary 
ecosystem was identified. Reflecting our role as a Together Gloucester partner, and drawing on the 

https://gloucesterculture.org.uk/projects/together-gloucester/
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https://www.kingsjamfestival.com/
https://byyawowusu.com/


expertise of Trustees, GUST identified the opportunity to support local literary organisation Dialect 
(https://www.dialect.org.uk/) whilst also enriching Cultural Strategy development. 
 
In August - September 2025, GUST supported Dialect in funding and developing a scoping exercise 
designed to explore the offer for readers and writers in the city. Capturing the insights of local creatives, 
organisations and communities, Dialect produced a detailed report exploring the literary ecosystem. In 
particular, Dialect identified areas of success and opportunities for growth and development. 
 
Following on from our collaboration, GUST is continuing to support Dialect in the development of future 
funding applications to support literary activity in the city of Gloucester. 
 
Gloucester 200 
2027 will mark the bicentenary of Gloucester Docks and the anniversary has been identified by 
Gloucester City Council and a range of partners as an opportunity for creative and heritage celebration 
on a significant scale. Following initial conversations earlier in the year, in July 2025 GUST was awarded 
a Shared Prosperity Fund grant to develop a business case for Gloucester 200 – an extended festival 
celebrating the city, inspired by the anniversary of the Docks. 
 
This six month project to develop the business case focussed on: 
- connecting with stakeholders to identify creative opportunities 
- working with Gloucester’s cultural and heritage organisations to identify alignment opportunities 
- developing a fundraising and sponsorship model 
- identifying an appropriate management model 
- shaping outline creative and heritage programmes to underpin significant funding applications 
 
GUST’s report was presented to Gloucester City Council’s cabinet in January 2026 (Briefing Note).  
Outlining a focus on partnership working, community led co-creation and citywide fundraising, 
Gloucester 200 has the potential to amplify the city’s cultural and heritage offer and put Gloucester on 
the national stage. 
 
In March 2026 GUST was awarded a further Shared Prosperity Fund grant to support activation of key 
elements of the business case. In particular, our focus will be on securing the partnerships that will 
ensure ambitious and consistent delivery of Gloucester 200. 
 
 

https://www.dialect.org.uk/
https://democracy.gloucester.gov.uk/documents/s65754/Appendix%20D%20Docks%20Bicentary%20Business%20Case%20Briefing%20Note.pdf
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Independent examiner's 
report on the accounts  

           Section A                        Independent Examiner’s Report 
 

 

Report to the trustees/ 
members of 

Charity Name 
THE GUST 

  

On accounts for the year 
ended 

31st March 2026 Charity no 
(if any) 

1164727 

  

Set out on pages 1-2 
(remember  to include the page numbers of additional sheets) 

  

 
 
 

Responsibilities and 
basis of report 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above 
charity (“the Trust”) for the year ended 31/03/2023. 
 
As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation 
of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 
2011 (“the Act”).  
 
I report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out  
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I 
have followed the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission 
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

Independent 
examiner's statement 

I have completed my examination.  I confirm that no material matters 
have come to my attention (other than that disclosed below *) in 
connection with the examination which gives me cause to believe that 
in, any material respect: 

• accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 
130 of the Act or  

• the accounts do not accord with the accounting records 
 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in 
connection with the examination to which attention should be drawn in 
order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be 
reached. 
* Please delete the words in the brackets if they do not apply. 

  

Signed:      SM Greaves Date: 12/10/2026 
  

Name: Samuel Martin Greaves 
  

Relevant professional 
qualification(s) or body 

(if any): 

AICB 

  

Address: Fretherne Court Cottage 

 Saul 

 Gloucester, GL2 7JF 
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Section B                           Disclosure  

 
Only complete if the examiner needs to highlight matters of concern (see CC32, 
Independent examination of charity accounts: directions and guidance for 
examiners). 

Give here brief details of 
any items that the 
examiner wishes to 
disclose. 
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