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The renovation and refurbishment of the Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Cottage was completed by late March enabling both the staff and 
visitor accommodation to be brought to a modern standard. This 
included underfloor heating to combat future dampness - a 
previously recurring problem - to protect both the fabric of the 
building and winter occupancy. The cost of £170K came from existing 
reserves which also enabled the Trustees to plan the renovation of 
the Grade 2 listed lighthouse itself and prepare plans for new 
accommodation replacing a block built in the 1970s. 
 

The plans are a response by the Trustees, under the constitution, to 
not only maintain the fabric of the buildings but to also to have 
accommodation that conforms to satisfy modern Health and Safety 
requirements. A preplanning application was made during the year 
and with modifications plans are expected to be finalised in 2026. 
 

The observatory was again busy throughout the year, visitors 
contributing to the scientific database now extending to 64 years of 
unbroken records; these are submitted to the appropriate 
organisations who in turn advise the government of biodiversity and 
conservation requirements. In addition, a four-year report of the 
observatory’s activities was published and sent to the nearly 800 
members with availability on our website for the public.  
 

Specific training and assessment for British Trust for Ornithology bird 
ringing permits continued throughout the year and the observatory 
hosted residential field-weeks on national specialist insect groups 
such as diptera. 
 

The stewardship planting, under our Mid-Tier DEFRA Conservation 
agreement was again undertaken by a local farmer ensuring cover 
and a year-round food supply for a wide range of fauna; especially 
birds, bees and butterflies.  Our biodiversity initiatives have also 
been improved by selective planting much increasing our range of 
micro-habitats over some of nearly forty acres of holdings. 
 



Bequests over the past fifteen years have further enabled the 
Observatory and Trustees to develop a strategy to both expand our 
educational and scientific roles and maintain our Grade 2 listed 
buildings. 
 

Finally, many thanks are due to our staff, Martin Cade, 
Administrative Secretary & Warden, Jodie Mae Henderson , Assistant 
Warden, and Verity Hill, cleaner, especially for their forbearance 
during the winter building period. 
 

Peter J Morgan.  
Chairman 
 














