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2025 was another exciting year for Blackdowns Early Music with five separate performances

including another successful 4-day residential choral event.  

Without a doubt the finest event was this residential choral event “Vespers from Pueblo

Cathedral”  in  May which brought the intriguing rhythms of  17th century Latin American

Baroque from Mexico to Peru to a most appreciative audience in Wellington.  This choice of

mostly unknown choral works again emphasised our ideals of “advancing the education of

the public in the appreciation and practice of early music”.  The complex scores required

highly  skilful  band  players  who performed on  a  number  of  brass,  percussion and  wind

instruments to support the vocal group of 28 singers.  

As in recent years, we also promoted recitals by a variety of professional ensembles who are

currently achieving a dynamic impact by their performances of early music. In each case

they brought instruments which highlighted the origins of the many and varied styles and

different classes of early chamber music with a focus this year on string players.

In February Masumi Yamamoto on harpsichord directed a pair of violinists from the London

Obbligato Collective to play an unusual mid 17thC repertoire. This was followed by a “Charles

ll’s Private Musick” programme of 16thC compositions by Fiddlers Three with theorbo and

chamber organ. The third recital in September took the little-known string repertoire back

further  into the heyday of  the viols  in  the Elizabethan period.   The year closed with a

powerful  November  recital  of  Venetian  cornetto  music  by  Gawain  Glenton  with  Silas

Wollston supporting from the harpsichord.

Audiences  for  each  event  were  good  and  costs  were  well  controlled  although  the

professional musician costs for the recitals were higher than in previous years. In summary

BEMP looked forward into 2026 and beyond with bank reserves over £11,600.
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