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Annual Report 2025 for St Peter's Church Ruddington
Background:

St. Peter’s Parochial Church Council (‘PCC’) is a registered charity number 1154125 with the Charity
Commission. It has the responsibility of co-operating with the incumbent in promoting, in the
ecclesiastical parish of Ruddington, the whole mission of the Church; pastoral, evangelistic, social
and ecumenical. It also has maintenance responsibilities for St. Peter’s Church and the property
known as The Hermitage, which serves as a church hall.

Membership of the PCC:

Members of the PCC are either ex officio or elected by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
in accordance with the Church Representation Rules. Currently the PCC comprises 4 ex officio, 1
Deanery Synod representative and 7 elected members - the agreed establishment being ex officio
members +10% of the Church Electoral Roll.

As at 31% December 2025, members of the PCC were:
Incumbent: The Revd Andrew Buchanan (Chair)
Readers: Mr Mike Houghton

Mrs Jane Robins
Wardens: Mr Mic Robins

Mrs Nikki Roe
Representative on the Deanery Synod:

Mrs Jane Robins
Elected Members:  Mr David Baker

Mrs Margaret Barker

Mr Terry Boniface

Mrs Jeannette Dawson

Mr Olivier Humphrey

Mrs Sue Lindley

Mr David Malfesi

Mrs Danielle Pickup

Standing Committee:

This is the only committee required by law. It has the power to transact the business of the PCC
between its meetings, subject to any directions given by it. There were 6 meetings held during the
year 2025.

Working Groups:

Apart from the Standing Committee, the PCC has not operated through formal committees. An



informal working group, The Buildings Committee, has been overseeing buildings issues.

PCC Meetings:

There were 6 regular meetings of the full PCC during the year, with an average attendance of 12
including the Chair.

Church Attendance:
The 2025 electoral roll stands at 111 including 24 who reside outside the Parish.

During 2025, the church has been open for services all year. The church live streams its Sunday
services.

The average attendance at services during the week is 111. The average Sunday service attendance
in October 2025 was 75 compared to 68 the previous year. A further 25 people attend services at
other times in the week (Thursday Communion and Framework Church).

It is hard to judge attendance at online services; large numbers of 'engagements' may simply be an
appearance on someone's Facebook timeline.

There were 2 infant/child baptisms and 1 young person baptised, 3 thanksgivings for the gift of a
child, 1 young person and 2 adult confirmations, 2 weddings and 10 funerals in church during 2025.
There were 2 commitals/burials of ashes. A further 8 funeral services were taken by the St Peter's
incumbent or readers at a crematorium.

Vicar's Report:

During 2025, as a church, we were shocked and appalled, as news began to emerge of the horrific
crimes perpetrated by a former member of our Parochial Church Council and church volunteer; Jon
Ruben. The abuse of children and vulnerable people is devastating, and is especially shocking when
it happens in places which should offer care, safety and protection. We were (and are) shocked and
sickened that a member of our church could betray the trust of so many and commit these terrible
offences. He deceived his victims, their families and his community. We are praying for the children
and families who have suffered this abuse, and for all who have been affected within the wider
community.

As you will see, within this annual report, we take our safeguarding responsibilities very seriously.
Although the Church of England safeguarding procedures have been consistently followed, we
recognise that Jon Ruben’s role in church may have allowed him to present as trustworthy in the
wider community. We have conducted a full review of our safeguarding procedures and will
continue to be vigilant.

Alongside this devastating news, we continued to see signs of God’s grace at work within our
community throughout 2025. The number of people attending services continued to grow. The
depth of our engagement with our local community was amply demonstrated by the fact that over a
thousand people attended our Christmas celebrations. However, more than attendance, we
continued to witness the miracle of people becoming Christians in 2025, especially through the
Alpha course, culminating in nine adults coming to baptism in July.



Rev Andrew Buchanan

Discipleship/Small groups

Our small groups continued to play a vital role within St Peter’s in 2025. Our small groups remain
the context in which most of the pastoral care and practical discipleship is given and received within
our church community. | simply want to say a massive ‘thank you’ to all of our amazing Small Group
Leaders, who give so much of their time and love! You make such an enormous difference in the
lives of so many people — and we couldn’t be church without you.

Rev Andrew Buchanan

Children and youth

In 2025 St Peter’s was able to engage with more children and young people than we have for many
years! Despite our church heating challenges Little P’s continued to thrive (please see Lyn’s little
P’s report). Assemblies in our village schools continued with, every second Wednesday, the Vicar
speaking to over 700 children! Child-centred Christmas and Easter Activities, with the Christingle
and Chocolate East-tingle proved to be extremely popular. Two other ministries continued to
serve children and youth; Creche during our morning Sunday service and Pupil Chaplaincy (please
see report below). A big ‘thank you’ to all who worked so hard to care for, and serve, our children
and youth in the name of Jesus!

Rev Andrew Buchanan

Pupil Chaplaincy

Pupil Chaplaincy continued to thrive in 2025! Pupil Chaplaincy is a lunch time activity, devised and
led by me, which forms just one of many groups established by the headteacher Michael Bradley
and teacher Vicky Shaw, at St Peter’s School, to nurture participation and leadership within the
School. Pupil chaplaincy is all about fostering Spirituality, and meets on a Wednesday, once a
fortnight, to learn about Christian spirituality to design and establish a Prayer/quiet/ reflective space
within the school. Although over 90 applied to become Pupil Chaplains, through interviews, 24
eager children were enrolled as Pupil Chaplain. And it’s been going brilliantly! Wonderfully
supported by church volunteers, Pupil Chaplain gatherings have been well-attended, thoughtful,
creative and very enthusiastic.

Rev Andrew Buchanan

Framework Church

Framework church continues to flourish, building on foundations established in 2023 and 2024.
Now entering its third year, it has established its own distinct identity yet remains closely aligned
with the ethos and family of St Peters; a family within a family.

All members of Framework continue to regularly attend the main Sunday services at St Peters
alongside attending Framework church, which continues to meet each week, Thursday morning at
Framework Knitters Museum and alternate Thursday evenings in the Hermitage; the choice of



Hermitage is driven by the need for extra space to accommodate numbers.

Total current members still exceed 40, with an average attendance at each meeting of 16-18. Not
everyone attends every week, but most members remain in contact whether they attend or not;
numbers have dropped slightly this year because approximately six previously regular members left
St Peter’s, but the core remains constant. There is a very active WhatsApp support group which
continues to support members with prayer and encouragement.

One of the big challenges for Framework church this year has been how to continue the Thursday
evening session alongside running Alpha 2025, also on Thursday evening; the solution has been
incredibly positive, with vicar Andrew leading teaching from the Pete Greig prayer course for
Framework church in the Hermitage, alongside Alpha 2025 also in the Hermitage. His teaching,
experience and wisdom have proved transformational to the Framework community, and it is
something we would dearly love to continue for Framework church.

Following the end of Alpha 2025, some members have joined Framework church, as well as
regularly attending St Peters Sunday service.

Framework church continues to be a bridge; for those that struggle to get to church on a Sunday
due to family commitments, or for those new to faith who are unfamiliar with church and find this
an easy way in.

Another challenge this year has been the workload of the leadership team of Framework church;
there have been some amazing ‘highs’ this year with God in the Garden, Alpha course, Holy Spirit
Day and other events. The team are tired and found themselves exhausted after Alpha and
Framework together; whilst still aiming to meet regularly for mutual support and planning, this is
one area that has suffered and one which we seek to address early this year; particularly in respect
of teaching and discipleship.

As before, we continue look to the future with excitement and thanks for what God is doing. Please
continue to pray for the life and growth of this community church; God tells us in His word that he
will do “exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think”.  Our task continues to be alert to
His prompting, alive to His will, confident in the task He has set before us.

Jane Robins

Little Ps

Little Ps is a Christian Ministry for Babies and Toddlers. We meet in St. Peter’s Church on Mondays 9-
10.45am during term time. We have a lovely fun filled time together in a safe environment while
also learning about God in a gentle way. We have one hours free play from 9-10 with lots of toys
and a Bible craft. Then at 10-10.45 we all join together for a Bible story and Bible songs mixed in
with general nursery songs and bubbles. We have lots of families who are registered with us, some
who come occasionally and others every week.

Our average weekly numbers of children are between 30-35 which is amazing considering it is so
cold in Church. Government funding for children has increased to between fifteen and thirty hours a
week from the age of three so consequently the children are younger when they leave us. But it
doesn’t seem to have affected us too much as was expected. This Ministry is donation only and is



self-funding. Any money donated goes towards buying things we might need toys, books, crafts etc.
The surplus goes to the church. We also send money to Children In Need. Little Ps has a very
dedicated team of volunteers who all do an amazing job and without their help and hard work we
could not provide this Ministry so | would like to say thank you to everyone involved.

Lyn Smith, Little Ps leader
Friendship Group:

The friendship group is a church activity aimed at the older members of St Peter’s Church. We meet
once a month on a Monday afternoon for 2 hours, for tea, coffee and home-made cake! We have a
variety of activities, quizzes, armchair exercises, films and musical events. It is very well supported
with 23 people plus 6 helpers attending regularly despite the cold church! We have a registration in
place and safeguarding is paramount. We send birthday cards and Christmas cards. Margaret Barker
and Lyn Smith organise the events with a wonderful team of helpers; the lovely Zoe and Joan
contribute the cakes every month. We all have a wonderful time, and long may it continue!

Margaret Barker

Heat n Eat:

Heat and eat is a service St Peter’s Church started during the energy crisis to help people to have a
hot meal without incurring larger bills. We provide a hot 2 course meal twice a month for anyone
who wants to come along. There are no restrictions, everyone is welcome. The meals are provided
by Sycamore catering and the church subsidises the meals, which cost £5.00 per person but are
£2.00 for attendees which is £1.50 per meal plus 50 pence for tea and coffee or soft drinks.

It is very well attended, with around 28 people attending regularly, and everyone appreciates this
time to get together and chat. We have a very good team of helpers led by Jeanette and Margaret.

We are always looking for helpers. We have a register and contact numbers for any emergencies
and safeguarding is very much in evidence. We were fortunate this year to receive a donation from
the village council towards the cost and a club in Keyworth gave a donation from an event they
held. Long may this continue, as it makes people so happy!

Margaret Barker

Safeguarding

This year’s safeguarding at St Peter’s has been dominated by the terrible crimes committed at Stathern
Children’s Holiday Club by Jon Ruben, a former member of our PCC and a former church volunteer.

The abuse of children and vulnerable people is devastating and is especially shocking when it happens in
places which should offer care, safety and protection. We are shocked and appalled that a member of our
church could betray the trust of so many and commit these terrible offences. He deceived his victims, their
families and his community.

We are praying for the children and families who have suffered this abuse, and for all who have been affected
within the wider community.



Trustees reported the situation to the Charities Commission as a serious incident, and we will continue to
work with them.

There is no suggestion that Jon Ruben abused at the church, and our robust procedures and policies did not
give him the opportunity. However, this terrible situation underlines even further how important it is that we
continue to take safeguarding seriously at St Peter’s Church. We have worked extensively with the Southwell
and Nottingham Diocesan Safeguarding Team to review our safeguarding provision. Our procedures have
been robust and we will continue to focus on safer recruitment, training and on raising the profile of
safeguarding in church. We must continue to be vigilant.

We need to continue to repeatedly ask ourselves:

e How do we make sure that our safeguarding procedures are robust enough to make sure that no
volunteer or church officer has any opportunity whatsoever to abuse or groom children and
vulnerable adults?

e How do we keep safeguarding at the front of our minds, both in church and in the various
community groups that we run?

e How do we respond well to the needs of children and the most vulnerable people that we work
with?

The Church of England’s Parish Safeguarding Handbook has rules and procedures that we all need to follow.
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. A link to the handbook is here:

Safeguarding e-manual | The Church of England

But we can never be vigilant enough and safeguarding — a responsibility for everyone — must continue to be
our highest priority.

Nikki Roe
Parish Safeguarding Officer

Musical Worship
This past year has seen our Musical Worship Group flourishing, despite some hiccups along the way.

Our various worship services throughout the month allowed us to vary our musical styles as well.
The 2™ Sunday Traditional Services were quite often solo services, mainly focusing on traditional
hymns with a few intermittent “old contemporary” songs. The 4" Sunday Charismatic Service was
a chance to use most of our musicians in one large group and mainly focused on bringing in fresh,
new music with a scattering of well-known contemporary music. The 1** Sunday Altogether
Service and 3™ Sunday Mixed Service have been a blend of different worship styles. These
challenged us to balance the types and age of the music to facilitate the worship of our diverse
church body, providing a little bit of something for everyone.

The leadership of the Musical Worship Group grew this year. One of our newer (but very
experienced) musicians has started to lead a week occasionally, making it four of us who share the
burden. We had one musician leave the group but also saw more joining in again this year,
swelling our numbers to 14. Having been blessed with so many musicians, the burden hasn’t been


https://www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding/safeguarding-e-manual

overbearing. We intentionally planned time for everyone to be a part of the congregation, to
worship without leading.

We have continued with the New Music Practice on the Wednesday directly before the 2™ Sunday
Traditional Service. Almost all our new music introduced into the church has come through this
practice. This has also been a relaxed atmosphere for new people who are interested in joining us
to try out singing/playing new music alongside our regular musicians.

One new activity we started in 2025 was 15mins of group prayer before our practice on a Sunday
morning. Although this has had to stop with the lack of heating, it allowed us to focus our hearts
and minds on God, ensuring we didn’t lose track of our purpose.

Other than the normal Sunday services, we also provided music for other services and events
throughout the year, including Framework Church, the Eastingle, the Christmas Fair, Pentecost on
the Green, and for the first time, three Christingles!

Overall, 2025 was a year of challenges, again. As a team, the Musical Worship Group met each
challenge head-on, growing and developing along the way. God has truly blessed us with so many

wonderful people and musicians!

Deborah Smith, Musical Worship Leader

Churchwarden’s Report:

Generally a very busy and eventful year

Jan 25
e Servery and Storage cupboards completed
e Considerable expense incurred on replacement parts on obsolete heating units
e Gutterpro dealt with inaccessible high level gutter clearance for Hermitage and Vicarage

March 25
e Access ramp works discussed and sketch drawings produced
Phase 1 High level church lighting replaced with LED fittings using scaffold access
Flat 2 treated for mould on walls
Fire officer support team to address flat 1 issues
External church boundary wall has been repaired and repointed
St Peters rooms survey chased

May 25
e Ramp faculty submitted awaiting response

e GAC Building Services Engineers consulted and now completed heating options  survey of
church for a proposed new system

e Phase 2 high level lighting replacement complete

e Roofing repairs carried out to flat 3

e Flat 3 redecoration of treated damp areas and replacement white goods



e St Peters rooms condition survey complete, copy requested

July 25
e Tenders sent out for Hybrid heating system, inc site meetings with contractors
e All replacement lighting working well
e Leak over Vestry roof, stripped off cracked slates and repaired

September 25
e GOD IN THE GARDEN BAPTISM DAY - Inside due to bad weather. Prep for lights, pool, hog
roast, gazebos, liaise with RVCP
Clearing roof and church after flood
Two tender enquiries sent out for additional Condition survey St Peters rooms for SPC
Flag ministry , Alpha course etc
Main roof leaf clearing, Moss clean, ground and floor gullies
Diocese approval for ramp
SAVE THE CHILDREN teddy bear parachute event
e Flat 3 survey movement cracks
e Parishioners 100" Birthday party celebrations and puppet show
e Pest control to flat 2
November 25
e Annual church clean.
e Gutters cleaned of leaves
e Main roof inspection caried out. Minor items repaired
e No 1 Main hot air heater broken, salvaging parts
Temporary Propane gas heaters mobilised using MAR  3x19kg bottles
DAC Notice of Advice and Faculty for new heating system submitted to DAC
Exploring methods of finance with Diocese HOF
Fixed Electrical testing organised
Destrat fan proposal for new system sourced
Hermitage roof parapet and minor repairs carried out
Water leak in flat 2 consumer unit . investigation / repair caried out
St peters rooms council survey difficult to read . Brailsford survey in, and now in
consultation with RPC

December 25-Jan26
e Steeplejacks attended to clearance of high level inaccessible gutters, leaf clearance , and
repairing and repointing Hermitage 4 stack chimney and adjacent roof
Flag pole refurbished
No2 Warm air heater now malfunctioned , unable to get parts
Second propane gas heater purchased for temporary heating
Queries raised from Chancellor on Faculty application. information to be provided
Flat 1 EICR Testing coming up for renewal
Negotiations for access underway
Beer and Carols event organised by RVCP on our rear lawn was a great success
Hopefully to be repeated for next year
Quingquennial report due soon




Mic Robins
Nikki Roe
CHURCH WARDENS

Treasurer's Report

Summary

The Treasurer’s Team has worked together well, but we were sorry to lose Bryan Wilson who
stepped down as Cashier. Happily, Mike Houghton stepped into the breach and has also agreed to
take up the Treasurer role following my resignation from the role.

The main concern last year was the possible impact on finances of the long-awaited replacement
heating system. Happily, this doesn’t now seem to be as onerous as was expected!

Funds
St Peter’s Church has several funds which can only be used for specific purposes. Payments and
receipts are shown in the financial statements.

Conclusion

In my report last year there were concerns about the possible decline in congregation and
subsequently giving, however thankfully St.Peter’s is bucking the national trend with increases
shown in both areas.

As mentioned in my report to PCC, we are in a fairly healthy position financially thanks to the
generosity of the Church family and good stewardship.

Jeannette Dawson
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The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Ruddington
Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2025
Independent Examiners Report

Responsibilities of PCC
The PCC are responsible for the preparation and presentation of the Accounts.

The Charity's trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144(2)
of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that an independent examination is needed.

Responsibility of Independent Examiner
It is my responsibility to:
* examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act,
* to follow the procedures laid down in the general directions given by the Charity
Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act, and
* to state whether particular matters have come to my attention

Basis of statement

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the
Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by
the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes
consideration of any unusal items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explainations
from the trustess concerning such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all
the evidence that would be required of an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to
whether the accounts present a 'true and fair' view and the report is limited to those matters
set out in the statement below.

Independent Examiner Statement
| am qualified to undertake the examination by being a qualified member of the Association
of Chartered Certified Accountants.

| have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come to my
attention in connection with the examination which gives me cause to believe that in, any
material respect:
* the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the
Charities Act; or
* the records did not accord with the accounting records;or
* the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements concering the
form and content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports)
Regulations 2008 other than any requirement that the accounts give a 'true and
fair' view which is not a matter considered as part of an independent examination.

| have no concerns and have come across no matters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of
the accounts to be reached.

Joanne Roome FCCA

Jo Roome Chartered Certified Accountants
Room 1, 27A High Street

Ruddington

Nottingham

NG11 6DW

Date: 20/03/2026



The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Ruddington
Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2025
Receipts and Payments Account

2025
Designated &
General Hermitage Restricted Endwoment
Fund Fund Funds Fund Total 2024

Receipts
Regular giving 77,950 - - 77,950 71,425
Flat rent - 15,716 - 15,716 15,276
Gift aid recovered 18,540 - - 18,540 15,786
Hermitage Hire - 14,248 - 14,248 14,996
Donations 2,536 70 22,714 25,320 13,270
Sundry Income 914 - - 914 7,425
Wedding and funeral fees (Gross) 6,867 - - 6,867 4,825
Collections 5,670 - - 5,670 5,420
Church hire 580 - - 580 2,035
Bank Interest 632 - 3,536 - 4,168 2,932
Grants - - - - -
Investment income - - - - 1,603
VAT reclaim 1,604 - - 1,604 -
FYC ministry - - - - -

115,293 30,034 26,250 - 171,578 154,993
Payments
Parish Share 70,008 - - 70,008 70,008
Utilities 4,773 (5,328) - (555) 23,969
Repairs & maintenance 9,273 5,363 9,610 - 24,246 35,678
Charitable giving 12,480 - - 12,480 10,633
Insurance 7,920 1,529 - 9,449 9,548
Fees, ministers, organists, vergers 4,055 - - 4,055 4,557
Wages 4,602 - - 4,602 5,029
Mission - - - - 248
Framework 120 - - 120 544
Heat n Eat/Friendship Gp - - 2,868 - 2,868 3,058
Music & technical 1,241 - - 1,241 1,379
Vicars expenses 853 - - 853 1,053
Office Costs 1,794 - - 1,794 1,413
Sundry 1,461 87 - 1,548 2,198
Professional fees 2,390 - - 2,390 1,100
Cleaning - 1,714 - 1,714 1,623
FYC ministry 220 - - 220 398
Worship resources 2,428 - - 2,428 2,096
Bank charges 271 107 - 378 241
Training & discipleship 82 - - 82 40
HMRC 177 - - 177 62

124,146 3,471 12,478 - 140,095 148,190
Movement in funds (8,853) 26,563 13,772 - 31,483 (2,392)
Transfers between funds 19,000 (19,000) - - - -
Funds b/fwd 55,447 14,196 79,791 - 149,434 149,434

Funds c/fwd 65,594 21,759 93,563 - 180,917 169,316




The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Ruddington
Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2025
Restricted Funds

Ruddington
Chancel Church Bell

Fund Refugee Development  Mission  Grounds Ringers  Community Organ Heating Total

2024 B/fwd 53,269 845 21,474 - 1,185 1,344 8,612 1,036 3,088 90,853
Receipts 4,300 1,196 8,500 13,996
Payments 16,000 6,000 - 3,058 25,058
C/fwd 41,569 845 15,474 - 1,185 1,344 6,749 1,036 11,588 79,791

2025 B/fwd 41,569 845 15,474 1,185 1,344 6,749 1,036 11,588 79,791
Receipts 3,536 540 1,174 21,000 26,250
Payments 9,610 2,868 12,478

C/fwd 45,105 845 5,864 - 1,185 1,884 5,055 1,036 32,588 93,563



The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Ruddington
Year Ended 31 December 2025
Permanent Endowment Funds

2025 2024
Ruddington (Mills) Fund
Value b/fwd 3,722 3,617
Unrealised gain/reduction on investment (210) 105
Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December Z 3,512 3,722
Ruddington Chancel (shares) Fund
Value b/fwd 59,055 57,734
Unrealised gain/reduction on investment (2,361) 1,321
Value c/fwd 56,694 59,055
Ruddington Chancel (cash) Fund
Funds b/fwd 41,569 53,269
Transfer from Endowment - 1,603
Interest received 3,536 2,697
Withdrawal - (16,000)

Value c/fwd 45,105 41,569



The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Ruddington
Year Ended 31 December 2025
Charitable Giving For The Year

2025 2024

Aminit High School 1,078.00 831.00
NG11 Food Bank 1,078 831
Refugee Roots 1,078 831
Teso Development Trust 1,078 831
Simeons Trustees 1,078 831
The Friary 1,078 831
West Bridgford Debt Centre (CAP) 831
Eternal Wall 1,078 1,756
Open Homes Nottingham 850 831
Stathern Childrens - 831
Amen Tender Heart 1,078 831
100 Homes 1,078

Donations to nominated charities 10,552 10,066
The Childrens Society - 567
Total Charitable giving for the year 10,552 10,633

The donation to Open Homes Nottingham was accidently paid twice. The refund has not been received
in this financial year. It has not been included in the note above.

A Buchanan — Vicar M Houghton - Treasurer
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