
THORNES JUNIORS FOOTBALL CLUB 
Trustees Report 2025-26 
The club’s charitable purpose continues to advance the education of young people in Thornes, 
Wakefield, West Yorkshire, and the surrounding areas by providing the opportunity and facilities for 
playing association football so as to develop their physical and mental capabilities that they may grow 
to full maturity as individuals and members of society. 
The club experienced a reduction in its playing numbers during the season compared to the previous 
one where two teams folded due to players leaving. This accounts for the drop in subscription income 
of approx. £4000 when compared to the 2024-25 accounts. This reduction was part compensated by 
a £10 increase in the annual subscription level to £170 per playing member. This increase was as a 
consequence of increasing costs in such as winter training costs at local schools. However the club 
remains competitive compared to other local clubs and we continue to be mindful of the increases in 
the cost of living that our families are having to face. 
The club continues to support girls football and during the above season was successful in recruiting 
a number of 6 year olds to our Kickers section to enable the club to set up under 7 and 8s teams in 
time for the beginning of the 2025/26 season. This progression enables the club to maintain its longer 
term development and sustainability to girls football. Once again the club hosted an Ability Counts 
Gala at the end of May 2026 demonstrating the club’s long term commitment to inclusivity amongst 
young people irrespective of their physical and mental ability. 
In respect to the reported finances the club continues to be affected by the weather where once again 
a “wet” autumn and winter caused significant numbers of postponed fixtures. This impacted upon 
reduced income in our refreshment sales compared to the previous season. However as shown in our 
income the club continues to achieve significant levels of donations and sponsorship that to some 
degree contributes to the high costs of kit and equipment across our teams. 
The club once again held its annual small sided football tournament in June 2026. This in addition to 
being successful on the pitch contributed net income of £4740 to our finances. Additionally in regard 
to other forms of fundraising the club held four car boot sales over the period in question that earned 
additional income of £3542 before associated costs and our annual Christmas raffle raised a net 
income of £1575.  
The consolidation of all the above factors impacting on the club’s finances and we were still able to 
report an in year surplus of £8713 being an increase of £4090 on the previous financial year. These 
funds will be reinvested in the club and enable us to continue to, such as, improve our facilities on and 
off the pitch. Additionally our robust finances will help us to be responsive to continued increases in 
costs whilst enabling us to minimise increases in members’ subscriptions levels. 
During the season we completed the annual accreditation process in conjunction with the West Riding 
County Football Association which is a process by which the club is assessed to maintain standards 
of safety, inclusivity, governance and development. The club, as part of this process, was awarded 3* 
status which is the highest tier of recognition awarded by the National Football Association. Having 
achieved this standard, the club is recognised as a beacon of best practice in all of the above 
mentioned standards. This allows the club enhanced access to FA and Sport England funding grants, 
resources and development assistance. Additionally this attracts more players, volunteers and local 
sponsorship due to the verified high standard of club management. The club is very proud of this 
recognition and demonstrates the significant continued efforts of everyone at the club including its 
committee, trustees and members. 
As part of the accreditation process this highlighted the club’s charitable status as an unincorporated 
charity and given the continued risk of potential liability against its trustees we have reviewed our 
legal position. As a consequence we are now in the process of changing our charitable status in order 
to become a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). This will also give us increased opportunity 
to apply for third party funding. 
In last year’s trustee report the club highlighted we were exploring the opportunity to install an artificial 
3G floodlit football pitch at our site. To this end we approached the Football Foundation, the UK’s 
largest sports charity that primarily invests money into upgrading grassroots football facilities across 
the country. We are delighted to say that discussions have progressed very positively and there is 
every likelihood that the pitch will be installed in approx 18 to 24 months time. However this is 
contingent upon such as securing significant matched funding, planning permission and completing 
the associated legal processes. 
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