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Season Overview

After two years of wet weather, 2025 saw a complete reversal with a summer of hot 

sunshine and drought creating sub-continental cricket conditions for much of the season.  

Whilst this created new challenges for the club’s committed grounds team, the opportunity 

for our senior and junior cricketers to play with the sun on their backs was not lost on the 

growing membership at Avoncroft.

On the pitch, there were mixed levels of success in adult cricket. Both the 1st and 2nd XI 

performed well in patches but were unable to string enough consistent success together to 

challenge towards the upper echelons of their respective leagues.  The 3rd XI performed 

admirably in stepping up to Division 8 but the inexperienced nature of the side made 

competing a bit too much of a challenge.  On Sundays, leadership of the adult friendly XI 

passed on to youngster Ben Huxley who showed impressive commitment to the club 

through his efforts on and off the pitch.

The club’s junior section continued to embody the charitable aims of the club.  60 boys and 

girls were again able welcomed to the club as part of the ECB’s All Stars Programme, whilst a

further 100 or so juniors from ages 7-15 took part in junior cricket across 10 different junior 

sides in both boys and girls teams.  Alongside volunteers throughout the club, the junior 

section was indebted to the work of the team of coaches and managers that give up their 

time to help our boys and girls develop their cricketing skills.  This was never more evident 

than through the efforts of Cam Wilkes, who was award Club Person of the Year for his 

commitment to junior development and specifically the free 1:1 coaching session that he 

introduced for his U13s side over the summer of 2025.



1  st   XI Review  

2025 was a tale of two halves for the 1st XI.  A tricky start to the season saw Croft 

floundering towards the lower reaches of table at the halfway stage of the campaign but a 

strong finish, including 6 wins in their last 9 games, saw the 1st XI climb into the top half of 

the table.

The highlight of the season was undoubtedly the performance of star batter Duncan Roke 

who became the first player in Croft history to reach 1000 league runs for the season.  

Duncan’s campaign, which included 8 x 50s and 2 x 100, proved the mainstay of Croft’s 

batting success, with support on offer from captain Dan Elliott (608 runs) and youngsters 

Ben Athey (466 runs) and Ben Huxley (378 runs).

With the ball, veteran Paul Athey topped the wicket takers with 24 1st XI victims, just pipping

his son Matthew who finished with 23 wickets.  The depth in bowling resources was clear to 

see with 8 bowlers in total taking at least 10 league wickets.



2  nd   XI Review  

It was a mixed season for the 2nd XI with 8 wins and 8 defeats resulting in a mid-table finish 

in Division 8 (East).  Standout performances came from Croft’s developing junior stars – 

wicket-keeper batter Jack Seers topped the runs table with 354 runs whilst fellow junior 

James Blow (227 runs) also showed create strides in both skills and results.

The bowling line-up leant more on Croft’s experienced campaigners, with Worcestershire 

Over 70s stalwart Andy Pittam (19 wickets) and Max Jukes (18 wickets) leading the way over

the course of the season.



3  rd   XI Review  

It was a tough year for the 3rd XI who continued to yo-yo between Divisions 8 and 9.  Having 

struggled in their previous foray into Division 8 in 2023, the 3rds gave a stronger account of 

themselves this season, picking up 4 wins despite playing at the same level as their 2nd XI 

counterparts.

Kunal Issar, Damian Hampton, Brent Burford and Ravi Verma all topped 200 runs with the 

bat, supported by Akshat Kaul who joined part way through the season and finished the 

year with an average above 50. Junior bowlers Carter Morgan, Josh Gammon and Evan 

Walford all finished with double figure wickets, demonstrating strong promise for the 

future.



Treasurer’s Report 2025

2025 saw Avoncroft complete a range of major investments to enhance club facilities for 

adult and junior members and their families.  The largest purchase saw the club replace it’s 

aging artificial wicket, enabling a greater number of boys and girls matches that take place 

over the course of the summer.  In addition, the pavilion upgrade continued with 

replacement showers in both the male and female changing rooms.

The Accounts are attached to this report, however the key points in summary are as follows:

- The club made a loss of £9,323 although this was driven by one-off capital purchases of 

£19,266.

- Income, excluding grants, increased to over £40k, with a large increase in sponsorship 

as the club signed deals with main sponsors for both adult and junior cricket.

- Expenditure, excluding capital purchases, remained reasonably stable with an increase 

in spend on ground maintenance offset by reduced utility payments.

- Any surpluses, once a reasonable contingency is set aside in case of unexpected 

pressures on running costs, are managed through a development account which 

enables the club to fund improvements in facilities and other key investments to drive 

sustainability and improve member experience.  The club’s success with its day-to-day 

finances meant that a development account balance of £11,143 was set aside for 

further investment priorities in 2025.  This included £1,767 of funding raised to replace 

the club’s aging scorebox with work booked in for the 2026 pre-season.








