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Wow, what a six month’s that has been! A few things have happened 
since I started back in October 2025. Following my licensing, we have 
explored new things within the variety of services we have across the 
8:30, 9:30 & 11:00 including: the ‘Meet & Greet’, interactive prayer sta-
tions and making the talk more of a 2-way conversation to name just a 
few! 

We have also had our Remembrance Service outside St George’s and 
our continued partnership with the Uniformed Organisations. At Christ-
mas we had the amazing Christmas Fair, the Riding Lights Christmas 
Production, the school visits during which they presented their Christmas
productions, our Nine Lessons & Carols in which a range of people in-
cluding some new faces contributed all leading to our Midnight Commu-
nion & Christmas Day services, all of which were a joy to oversee and 
lead. 

We began the New Year seeking GOD together as a church when we 
explored how Jesus is our H.O.P.E as we stepped into 2026. This led to 
the Call to Prayer on Sun 1st March as an outworking of this & how this 
can be a reality for us all going forward. We then had Easter, an opportu-
nity to draw together as church & discover how Ash Wednesday can be 
a communal experience (remember the photo on FB?!). We had a spe-
cial time in fellowship around a meal on Maundy Thursday, the walk of 
witness on Good Friday around Benfleet, the hour at the cross & the 
solemn reflections leading to the outpouring of celebration on Easter 
Sunday, witnessing 3 fantastic full immersion baptisms!! 

We have also had some great connections with the local schools, who 
have visited on a number of occasions, not only at Christmas, but we 
have also hosted different classes to explore what church is about, as 
well as hosting their various productions including an Easter celebration. 
We also must recognise the ongoing amazing work that is undertaken by
Matt & Jenny on a Sunday morning and midweek with Kickstart and 
Messy Church, plus Bible & Breakfast & the great links being made with 
the families across these different but vital ministries. Plus of course the 
Easter Holiday Club, which I enjoyed assisting with!! (Evidence of this is 
in our lobby).



I have also been able to join in with the Seniors (thank you Jo, Matt & to 
others for letting me gatecrash!) on a Tuesday lunchtime and spend time
sharing stories with this great group of people. It is a privilege to spend 
time with them and hear about their life stories - as well as sharing in 
some fish & chips and a cream tea too! This has helped with developing 
a deepening relationship with them all and I enjoyed having the privilege 
to share a Christmas & Easter service with them at church. 

Which when combined with being invited along to Toddlers on a Thurs-
day (thank you Sam & team!) shows the importance of making connec-
tions with the families within our wider community at the beginning of life 
and how this is being developed. This is also a real witness to the vast 
and intergenerational reach we have as a church within Benfleet & be-
yond. 

Not forgetting the Alpha course we ran & the Bible Course we have just 
begun, which has seen more new people from across the group of 
churches joining in. All of this highlights new shoots of growth emerging 
for us as a wider church. Combined with the arrival of new people at-
tending regularly at St George’s, these are concrete examples and expe-
riences of the “quiet revival,” which should act as a gentle encourage-
ment to us at St George’s that GOD is on the move and invites us all to 
join in with Him.

In addition, you can see from the varied and detailed reports, the great 
work your PCC has taken on in the past year: the Deanery Synod report 
in which your views are represented; the Treasurer’s report & the profes-
sional way of handling our finances, the Fabric Report (put together in 
conjunction with the Site Management Team) collated by your amazing 
wardens & others, the worship team report & how they help facilitate an 
environment for us to truly worship, the different & varied homegroups – 
a vital part of our discipleship journey & the other groups that have pro-
vided reports (Toddlers, Seniors, Kickstart & Children’s), all contributing 
to the ever growing ministry at St George’s.

So, as you can see, my first six months has been fully occupied and the 
next six months promises to be the same; visiting the local schools & 
welcoming them at St George’s too, building connections with our local 
businesses & being a purposeful presence here. Seeing how we might 
develop our Sunday mornings, making the services even more accessi-



ble and outworking what GOD showed us from the call to prayer into the 
wider life of St George’s. 

However, I recognise so so much that I can’t do this on my own and that 
we are partners in the Gospel. So, I invite you to join with me in explor-
ing how we might work together in connecting the people of Benfleet & 
beyond with Jesus so they can know how He believes them to be so so 
precious. You up for the challenge?!

And finally, I need to record a BIG BIG THANKS to Pete. For the amaz-
ing work that he established and put in place here at St George’s. For 
the secure foundation that he laid and for trusting me to be part of the 
BTH team. I stand firmer and steadier because of what he has put in 
place, helped tremendously by the teams he put in place too. Thank you 
all too!

All of which adds to the immense feeling of welcome and love that Woo 
& I have been shown since we have arrived. We are both truly grateful 
for how you all have gone out of your way to make us feel part of the 
wider family at St George’s. In particular how you have adapted to my 
style and approach to worship, thank you. Thank you too for how you 
have spent time with us. Please know that our door is always open and 
we look forward to getting to know you all better ☺ Here’s to the rest of 
2026!!

Marcus

Rev Marcus Giddy
24th April 2026















Independent examiner's report to the PCC of New Thundersley St George
I report on the accounts of the PCC for the year ended 31 December 2025, which areattached.

Respective responsibilities of the PCC and the examiner
The charity's trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that an independent examinationis needed

It is my responsibility to
Examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act;Follow procedures laid down in the general directions given by the CharityCommissioners section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act; and• State whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of Independent Examiners Statement.
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given bythe Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting recordskept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. Italso includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, andseeking explanations from the management committee concerning any such matters.The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in afull audit, and consequently I do not express an opinion on the accounts.
Independent examiner's statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect therequirements
to keep accounting records in accordance with s.130 of the 2011 Act; or

• to prepare accounts, which accord with these accounting records have not been

to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a properunderstanding of the accounts to be reached.

heel
Daniel Keech
38 Shepard Close
Leigh on Sea
SS9 5YR
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