
THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL PARISH OF NORTH LAMBETH 
TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2025 
 

Page 1 
 

The members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) are pleased to present their report together with the audited 
financial statements of the PCC for the year ended 31 December 2025. 
    
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in notes to the accounts 
and comply with the charity’s governing document, the Charities Act 2011, the Charities Statement of Recommended 
Practice ("SORP (FRS 102)") applicable to charities preparing their report and financial statements in accordance with 
the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2015). 
    
Aim and purposes 
    
The North Lambeth Parish PCC has the responsibility of working in the parish with the clergy in promoting the whole 
mission of the church - pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. 
    
It also has maintenance responsibilities for St Anselm's Church, together with other properties – Havilland House, 28 
Hayman's Point, St Anselm’s Church Hall, three garages and a car park.  Under a lease agreement signed with the 
Diocese in 2019, North Lambeth Parish also assumes responsibility for major external repairs for St Peter’s House, 
Vauxhall. 
    
Objectives and activities 
    
The PCC is committed to enabling as many people as possible to worship at its churches and to be part of the parish 
community of North Lambeth.  In cooperation with the clergy, the PCC maintains an overview of its worship and other 
activities and makes suggestions on how they can best serve the existing congregation and benefit and involve others 
that live within or around the parish.  The PCC's services and worship put faith into practice through prayer, the study 
of scripture, music and sacrament. 
    
When planning its activities, the clergy and the PCC have considered the Charity Commission's guidance on public 
benefit, and particularly the specific guidance for charities on the advancement of religion.  The PCC aims to enable 
ordinary people to live out their faith as part of its parish community through: 
    
· worship and prayer, with regular services open to all and making sacred space available for prayer and 

contemplation; 
· helping people to learn about the Christian faith, increase their understanding of it and develop their relationship 

with Jesus; 
· offering pastoral care, including visiting the sick and bereaved; 
· advancing Christian education; and 
· supporting the mission of the church both within and beyond the parish through prayer, interest and involvement 

as well as financially, including support for ecumenical initiatives, work overseas and any other situations where 
members believe God is at work and calls them to serve him. 

    
To facilitate this work, it is important that the churches and other church properties are properly managed and 
maintained.  The members of the PCC also believe that it is a valuable part of the church's mission to make the buildings 
available for use by the wider community, both to serve the community and offer a link between it and the church. 
    
Achievements and performance          
 
Worshipping Numbers:  The congregation has maintained a healthy attendance and continues to represent the diverse 
community of Kennington-North Lambeth Parish.  Overall the number of people worshipping in the Parish this year has 
remained steady.  The number of young people attending worship in the parish is significant as are the resources we put 
into this important area of ministry.  
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Worship:  The regular 8am and 10am Sunday services remain well attended. The weekly evening service provides a 
time for quiet mediative worship and mid-week Eucharist ministers to our older members of the congregation. Sung 
Night Prayer (Compline) on a Sunday evening offers a more reflective style of worship, accompanied by beautiful 
music.      
    
Children and Families:  Sunday School continues to attract an average of 25+ children per week and takes place in the 
creche room in church. Sessions are run by our Music team supported by a rolling rota of volunteers. Some of the older 
children help out and oversee the younger members, modelling excellent behaviour to the younger children. 
 
Thursday morning toddler group, Church Mice has a strong number of loyal attenders: predominantly child minders and 
under 5s, with their parents.  Adults are offered coffee from the church coffee stall, which is much appreciated.  The 
group relies mainly on word of mouth and an average week might see 20 children and their parents or carers but there 
are frequently spikes where many more appear. 
 
Ministering to children and families is especially helped by the jigsaw ministry principle: there is much overlap between 
Sunday School, Church Mice, school chaplaincy, hospital chaplaincy and Boys’ Brigade.      
 
Community:  The church’s involvement in the life of the community continues to be strong and active including our 
youth outreach and local schools.  Representing the Parish, the clergy continue to get involved in the community 
fulfilling a variety of differing and influential roles.  This is reflected in the use of our spaces and involvement with the 
Pelican Nursery. The Pelican Nursery, which is still offering some free bursary spaces for local parish children who 
could not otherwise afford it, continues to thrive and have healthy waiting lists for its nursery and baby nursery.  Both 
sites were rated ‘Good’ in their most recent Ofsted reports.  Central to responding to our calling here in North Lambeth 
is to be a church that is fully engaged in the life of parishioners, creating community and fostering healthy relationships.  
    
Music:  The church has a Musical Director who provides accompaniment for our regular services and rehearses our 
regular adult choir which leads music on Sunday mornings. The Music Director also leads Young Voices, an after-
school children’s choir which sings for church services and other events, while our Assistant Music Director leads Joyful 
Noise, our auditioned choral scholarship scheme for local young people rehearse each week and sing in church every 
Sunday during termtime. St Anselm’s steel pan group has a faithful following of children and adults and rehearses every 
Sunday after the 10am service.       
 
Responsible Caring: There are currently two Parish Safeguarding Officers (PSOs), both of whom have been on a 
safeguarding course held by the Diocese.  Their roles are to make sure we have a safe Church and to ensure our policies 
and practices concerning our children and vulnerable adults, and those who supervise them, are kept up to date.  

 
Volunteers: Contributions to parish life by congregational members are too numerous to mention individually, and 
include teaching Sunday School, service preparation/reading/serving/intercessing, locking and unlocking buildings,  
laundering linen, and organising sales, etc.  There is an ongoing need to further develop ourselves as a living body by 
encouraging lay and non-paid participation in all spheres of ministry.      
    
St Anselm’s Site Development:  The Parish continues to work with its selected development partner, Rocco Homes, to 
develop land to the rear of the church, Havilland House and the current vestry, toilet and Parish office.  Rocco propose 
developing nine flats on the site and providing 270sqm of ground floor accommodation for the Parish as well as a 
premium of £900k, to mitigate the loss of income from Havilland House. The Parish has agreed a Development 
Agreement and long-term lease with Rocco Homes which received Diocesan approval. A Pastoral Measure was granted 
by Church commissioners in order to build on the vestry part of the site. An application for planning permission was 
submitted in November 2021 and was granted in November 2025. 
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The Parish has a long-term Charity tenant, Happy Baby Community for five of the units on the top floor of St Anselm’s 
Hall.  
 
 
Financial review            
    
The Statement of Financial Activities (SoFA) shows a net surplus on the Unrestricted Funds for the year of £576,857 
(2024: deficit of £17,635). Unrestricted reserves stand at £648,611 at 31 December 2025 (2024: £71,754) after gains 
on investments of £4,014 (2024: gains of £2,475). 
 
Total restricted fund balances stood at £1,024,823 as at 31 December 2025 (2024: £46,928) after gains on investments 
amounting to £1,217 (2024: gains of £1,540). 
 
Reserves policy 
 
It is PCC policy to maintain a balance on unrestricted funds, if possible, sufficient to support at least three months 
unrestricted payments, equivalent to some c. £50,000 during 2025. The long-term aim is to be financially self-
sufficient with repaired and up to date buildings and, wherever possible, contributions to the Parish Support Fund. 
Unrestricted funds now stand at £648,611. This is over the target. The PCC is reliant on the continuing support of its 
congregation and other community contributors, and maximising property rentals. 
 
Historically the PCC has had several designated funds intended to provide reserves for funding repairs to buildings or 
further shortfalls in the current account. It was decided in 2020 to simplify these funds to give a much simpler view to 
the PCC of funds and a much closer alignment of funds to bank accounts. Now that the unrestricted fund balance is 
meeting the target the PCC, with support from the finance committee, will look to further segment the funds to 
support reserves for longer term initiatives and investments. 
          
    
Investment powers and policy          
    
In accordance with the Church Representation Rules, the members of the PCC have the power to make any investment 
which they see fit. 
 
Plans for future periods           
    
The continued growth of our congregations, the strengthening of Christian education and the service we provide to one 
another, both in church and across the wider Parish, continues to be our main focus.   
 
The Centenary Memorial Sunday School completed on the sale of Centenary Hall in May 2020 and its trustees have 
agreed in consultation with the Charity Commission that the proceeds of sale should be used for the development of St 
Anselm’s interior to better service the needs of the congregation and those of current community users of Centenary 
Hall.  
           
As always, we look forward to being witnesses to the Gospel here in North Lambeth with real hope for the coming year, 
holding the two commandments close to our heart – to love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, mind 
and strength, most evidenced through the beauty of our worship; and to love our neighbour as ourselves, as we 
continually to look outward and serve the Parish.     
    
  



THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL PARISH OF NORTH LAMBETH 
TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2025 
 

Page 4 
 

Reference and administrative details         
    
Charity number:   1134717       
    
Principal office:    286 Kennington Road, Kennington, London  SE11 5DU 
    
PCC Secretary:    James Collenette      
    
Independent examiner:   Peter D Hill FCA   
    
Bankers:    NatWest Bank plc, Lambeth North Branch  SE1 7HW  
    
   
Trustees             
    
The members of the PCC are the trustees of the charity for the purposes of charity law, and throughout this report are 
collectively referred to as the members of the PCC.  The members of the PCC who served in office during the year and 
since the year end were as follows:       
    
Key management personnel            
 
Team Rector:    Rev Sally Hitchiner (PCC Chair) 
Associate Rector:   Rev Dr Steve Davidson        
Team Vicar (St Mary’s Eco-church): Rev Sharon Moughtin (until October 2025)   
    
Clergy members of the PCC are remunerated through the Church of England, which is the effective controlling entity.  
Their remuneration is set by the Church.        
    
Churchwardens:   Susannah Wiltshire  
     Tom Shakespeare (until December 2025) 
     Paul Ashby (From December 2025) 
    
Representatives, Deanery Synod: Rosie Walter 
     Tekha Kidane 
    
Other elected members:   James Collenette       
     Greg Brown (Treasurer)  
     Ryan Gracey 
     Penelope Higham 
     Matthew Sparks 
     Sarah Kennedy       

Emma Addo-Nortey 
Omowunmi Ladenika        
Kwaku Yeboah       
Dominic James 
Amandine Marchal   
Matilda Williams    

    
Members of the PCC are either ex-officio or elected by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) in accordance 
with the Church Representation Rules.        
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Governance and Management         
    
The PCC is a corporate body established by the Church of England.      
    
Governing document: The operations, structure and objectives of the PCC are laid down in accordance with the PCCs 
(Powers) Measure 1956 and Church Representation Rules as amended and replaced in January 2020.   
    
Appointment of members of the PCC: Membership of the Area Councils consists of (ex-officio) the relevant Area bishop 
and archdeacon, the area deans and the lay-chairs of the deanery synods in the Area, and a number of members elected 
by the members of the deanery synods in the Area, voting by houses. The Council has no powers of co-option except 
that any assistant bishop serving in the Area may be invited to become a member.  
 
Members of the PCC induction and training: New members of the PCC undergo orientation to brief them on their legal 
obligations under charity law, the content of the governing document, the PCC and decision-making processes, recent 
financial performance of the charity and plans for future periods.  Each member signs a Trustee Declaration as to their 
willingness to act and awareness of the organisation's objects as set out in the governing documents.  Members of the 
PCC are encouraged to attend appropriate external training events where these will facilitate the understanding of their 
role.      
      
Risk management: The members of the PCC examine the major risks that the PCC faces each financial year when 
preparing and updating their strategy.  The PCC reviews its reserves policy on an annual basis to reflect the on-going 
concerns and needs in the parish and has established a Sustainability Group which is now reporting on emerging issues 
to the members.  Financial sustainability is a major risk, managed by the maximisation of rental income and by the 
regular review of income sources and bank balances to ensure sufficient working capital is in place to meet payments 
as they fall due.  Major non-financial risks are congregational decline and the safety of our members and indeed all users 
of our facilities, particularly children.  The clergy engage continuously with members of the congregation and those of 
the wider parish community to keep church attendances high, and the appointed Parish Safeguarding Officers are 
scrupulous in their oversight of the PCC's caring responsibilities. 
 
Structure 
 
There were normally 6 meetings per year as is usual.  The average attendance per meeting has been 20.  Finance and 
Standing Committee meetings take place normally two weeks before each PCC meeting. 
 
All the PCC meetings have been lively forums for discussion of Parish business, dedicated to the service of God and 
the community and trustees have no doubt that they will continue to be so. 
 
Given its wide responsibilities, the PCC operates through a number of committees which meet between full meetings of 
the PCC: 
 
Standing Committee: This is the only committee required by law.  It has power to transact the business of the PCC 
between its meetings, subject to any direction given by the Council.  It consists of ex officio clergy, church wardens, 
the PCC secretary and PCC lay chair. 
 
Churches Together in North Lambeth Parish and District - Southbank Churches: The churches in North Lambeth 
covenanted some years ago to work together on various issues and for representatives of each of the churches to meet 
regularly. 
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Christian Aid Committee: The local ecumenical Christian Aid Committee, which promotes Christian Aid publicly, plans 
events and raises funds throughout each year, is informally related to Churches Together. 
 


































