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Tr'usuaea Annual lkport

Sctnucture, governance and management

The governing documenti oHOJfs Sensony interaction tTrust is a Trust ffeed dated Mtfsfay
2Wgi

Trustees areappofnted fora 12-month term, True&us meet atteast tyvice per year. New.
Tr'ustges area ppointed by~ resoiutiomof the trustees paased at a speciai meeting;;

Objectives and Aotivftfbs fof the Publio@enefit. ::::
Td advance. tfte educatiorncdiand provfdh facilitiea in thg~interests. ohrecreation and leisure
tAve occupagon for chitdren and adults witfr special i&rang needs prfrnariHj, but not'.
excfdsively through therprovisfou of' sensory intetuction centres, thtoughout England and
yttafes with the object of&improving thefnconditionsof life'by whateverchantabitumeans the;
trustees think fiti

TffeiTiusteesconffrrn thacthey have refefred toithe=guidhhce contained in Ole CHNif y. ..

Conunissfon's general guidahce ompubliL beneN whbn revfewing, theicharityi'saims and
offjfictives and ln planning future activities and setting tftif;grant making poiiby fonthe
period,

Review ofActftcititet and'Aohieve menu-&&

Summary of of's
for the' past 17 years, CU's 'charity has-:been committedito delivering; speclalisesb sessions
tailored to meet the unique needeof dMNren widi'autfsordearning;difficulties andgrddttionai
needs; alongside Neir families. .ytre haverexofusive hire ccf a setting imLongridge, .bgncashire, ,

meticulously, teiloned to~meet the uniquft needWfi ourrhildren anctifttrnilies. Gut". Specialistt
sessions are strategically scheduled on S~turdaysyrnd midweeg dUring schooi holidays This.
depurate timing ailbws;us to create aisecene and suppprtive environment, fh*.e.fiom the
cbagbnges posed by busy public cplbces, , which can ebb. oveuwhelming for our chil drerrand theirs
famiges due. to the extent of their dttttggitfes. , Guricommitrnent to providmg a calm and:
accommodating space reflgcts our detficationi tcc ensuring every child andi family, , fbe5;
comfbrta hie and supported during our sessions. . ... ,

Wfthiour owngived experience, :we deeply ernpathise, with the challenges our families face,
Bhyondtour specbdisu Sessions, we extemf both emotionaganti practtfcai suppprs, reoognising .

tlie diverse needs of ourfamilies; yyhemrequired, , we guide famiiies hradditionallhesources
through signposting and foster connecttons through fbcifittfted familyM:-family, support This,
personal touch ensurestbat Our families not only;rgCeive;Speuialised sessionsgut alSo benefit i

from a cornpreherw've"neturork of understanding and afsfstence tailored ttx their unique.
circumstances.
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*'«'«'"«ses Prmg fonts cfnldlknth autism, ilearning difficulties onl

„kdditionatlheerS, 'gndeedipia~ubstanttallstrainoni

@I famittiumembers. Thtt', derrranding mature .of

seekVng;ftecesaany help'
,
and support Oftemrequirear

rents:arrd caregivera to engage in what can be

eseribed'as a constant 'fight ' This ongoing battle:

t onlyfeaves tttkm feeling stressed andkyxhaustedt

"$trt also consumes much oft their time, leaving very,

little roorrri flirt siblings and overag family

experiences Consequently;, ,family relationships fnevitttbty suffe, highlighhngrtfttr urgent

needffbs comprehensive&support structu~ and understandingl At.'Ogs, we, recognise. theser

chalfenges, and strive to provide. not only speciagsed:4ssfscmcei. for the child' tArt also a

supportive environment tftat addresses, tfte wells. biting ofitfte:entire family unit.

03fs=fs, dedicated tts fust'ertng:an untgustandfng;ttffvironment that caters to thestrncrt tonafi
needsof. our families Recognising;the. value of "sharedtttttperiences, .we actively, erxoarager
andufaeiiitate. peento-peer support, In"creattrqfra saf5iiand supportive community ol's:
provides a space where: families feel comfortabltr ldiscussing their struggles and worries, We.

believe. ln the power of shared understandmg, and empathy. buildihg connectiuns tftahi

conttfbute to ttte well-bbing of each member in oun community;

AH)ievements end performance

At'Cps; out'. mission ls to. alleviate-: family isolbtioniby acdveiy, , encouraginguincreesedi

attWdarm .We have seen severalipositive outcomes resulting ~from our support, .including,

tfte duct('om of famgy. isolation, „enhanced peen-to-peer, connections, , imprtnredi mentafi

heatth for family members and strengtttened parentatiyesftience. imssavigating chagenges'
assoofatedl with severe;, autism„learning, tfiftfcuitigd and additional needs, Addittonally, our
effbrts aim to: boost the confidence of'ifsolated fttmifiee, 'to socialise beyond their. homes, ,

create-more posftlue experiences for fethiges outside tfitgr homes; and provid@fhcreasedi

trerirdng and support fun childrenand famifiesutflising Mattaton. ,

We trave created a central hub fbr Oun families, .'fbstering posidve-experiences. fbr bothy

parent@and chiftiren. Our objective is teteffbr understanding and su~. as we~share ouse

knOWfedge and experienCe, creating a-supportive. community for families.

~4 We reguigtfy receive connnunicatiorr frum neur faNilies- and

caregiversvwho areidttsperately seeking a place where they oani

, feel acceppfrL ouri eommitmencis to&rcsride thausvetcorning

space whgye everyone.

canifind

acceptanc and suppftrtt.

I

I
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BbengntSfng the breadthunf CharaCteHStiOS aSSOC{ated With SeVere autiSm and learning
dffgbutties is essentia{i fog providing. !Persorra{ised and effective-sv'pport oik remains
committed tcr understanding and' addfgestng tlat unique nee& of teach child! ttAd farnrly;
fostering an environment of indus{ vity.,igmpathypand support;

yvtvftartner with Ribbie valley, Heaftfg'tthd weliHtfing partnership and Thei Department for
Education to deliver the Ribbie Vailby-ffogday! ActhNAS arrd! Food Ptogramme+ftFj; for
children with'5peciaf EffUcagonaf fteedti The: p~e provides free ho!idaynprov{ston&
inc{Oding heaithy food and enriching activities;,

forspri

mar andi secondary. age oh!tdremin
receipt: Of! benefite-related free-school{ theats {FSM)andfer svHO Have an Education, liea{th
and Care Plani(EHQPI.

5fheer 20181 the F{RH:programme haS prOvidttd support
throughout tHe Easter, ;5urnzner, and Chhstvnas, schon hhof !days,
iIocai authortdas have discretion to:use up to 15%Hf tfrefnf unding
to.pnavide free orsubsidlsed holiday dub:placesddr ctiifgihn who

are nOt:i n receipt!SSF benetIt's'-refatgd F5fvt

buti who' the looal authority:, believe. coulil Hitnefit', from f{AR! Etf's;

provides speciahkt, inclusive' sessions for tHe. R{bble Valley IIAP„'

Programme lor cHildren. who. would find'{t'. .cbatiengingitto access

!!mainstream sessions.
1

Our team brings:-arwea{th"of caper!ence and expertise to. our wodf at
, OtlS. With 17. years ofl ded{AredWrvice, we have honed our skills ini

supporting children and young adults with autism& learning d{ffittult{ as, ,
and additional needs, as well as;their famiNes. Our f'ounder, Lisa, ai

' mothen Of four chi{dten, „inrjiufidg one; withuprofOund autism ar!dl
severe. learning difficulties, » {ntirnatelynitnderstancb. thtt! chagenges fbcediby fgfnfliesrini
accessing;appreprigte support and services

Ttrroughout our year we have seen attendancedevels surpass pre~andemic:{evefs wittvai
highttn number of-'new'families vis{tin{HO!'s. 0'ui fgmffy;, sessions are without. aidbubt ran

extremely popufar service;

Monitoring and eve{nation comments we have:received flam parentskarers;:
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Rnanefat review

There wasa deflcitdn thtryearrof ff31,8tfgwith the'ftrfor year beingra surplusof IDi979t

income has decreased mainly�'ln tHe areaef grants'where we receivedf&2, 990 less&anithe
prevloust year'. '

Expendltunefor the+ear increased slightly to meeti the»additional needsof oua beneficiaries:

Therefore, at the end. ofitheifinanaial yeaatotal charitebieifunds were 945,663 ofNthichl

939ifr2t3 was restricte'd funds',

fteservee polity

The reserves pplicyss to build upr3'months of expenditure in unrestricted funcls withia view

to worfdngitowards a policy-of:holding 6 Nonthsxrf~expendlture:resetves,

The amounts will be reviewed'. annuallyand amended if necessary in litic wltli the growthit

and Changes of the:charity, ,

Fm' tfte financial year ending, 3OUune 2Wg, 3'.montAaofietrpendittrre (inaluding restricted I

fondly);fs 825&899:with 6 months of expenditune beingig93tff59. Thai curaent unrestricted,

,free reserves:, of the ahanity. are f9,843i ':

Page lof tl4



~'Tesponsibit Mes in relathstz tMhefinanejaf sttttrements

The charity. tNusteea~nsfbje forpreparingRr trustees' annual report and fingnclain
statements in accordance with applicable law and UnitediKingdom A'ccounting, gtfthdardS
(tf

nicked

Kingdom Generally ACcepted A'Ctteunting Practice};.

The law appjicabfb'. tb charltiestniEngjand and waiesrequires the charity trusteesco~prepare-
financiai statements forvach year whichlghre a ttetuandlfbir view of the state of affbirs ofi
the. charity, and of the incoming resources and application oh resources-. =of tHe cbgdty, fbm
that. periodclniprepartng thg-Rnanciat statementsjthe trristees are required to:

setecbsuitabte aecountirqgpojioies and tiidhlappttuthem consistently;
~ obsetsre the methods-and prtncjpjes in theugppficabfe Charittes&3RPK
~ make judgisrnenta and estirnateeshat: are reasonati le and prudent

state whether apptitabie accounting&standttrds farm. been foiidwedf subject to any
material departures tftat must Ue'disciosedland explained in thetffnarrcialiuli
statements
prepare the financial statements'etrr the gotng concerrr bbsisznless it is inappropriate'
to presume that the charityrwilg&xtinueiinibusiness.

The trustees are responsiiile for keeping proper aeoountirrg recur(H;that disclose with
reasonable accuracy agany time the firrenCial position of the chari~nd to:enable thbm tie:
ensure that the financiapstatementscompiyiwithethe CHbidies Act ZQZZ( tfte appllbgblbl
Charities {Accounts and Reports) Regulations, and the;prouistona of the:Trust deed. rffsey. are:
a lsoiresponslbie for safeguar4ng the aS~etS of'the charity, "hand takingreasonable steps fOn
the preuentiotrand detecNonrof'frtnsd and othentrregufaHttes.

Tire. tysrstees are responsibldgor the maintenanceiand intthfrityof the ciiarity, and fihancial
information included omthe charity. 's we4sftb in euxordance with Ikgistatfon irr therVnitedl.
KingdOm gnuerntng the preparattCrn andNiseeminatfen Ofifinanciallktatements:

A'pproved by. the tnustees on iht%RTOATE and signed on&their behalf by;

Lyndon Rehrraorc Way 13,2fu4 J2.06esr~

LyndbmRobinson
Chainof Trustees
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Independentrexamhrer'e report trr~itrsrstam epochs 9ghsory interaction Tiust tw

I repoatiW theiTrustees on my examination of the'accounts of tile Tinuscfor theyeanen dad
3K)one 2023,

IISsffpneibflities and basis og report

Asdbe aharity trustees of the Trust you~an: responsilfle forlthe preparation of the. arrcounts

in aocordanceavitlt'the requirements ofithe gharltiesAcg%61 j'I'the Act").
I repoctkin respect of iny examination of%he Trust'g bccounts carried ouuundss section%45
of tiara 2011Act and in carrying Out my examinatibhII'have fOIIOwed alllthe applicable
DtyeCttunSgiven by%he Charity COmmiSSiOn under SectierrM5tggb) ogthe Act

In~denbexamiherfe steÃrnent
I have completed my examinatiom I confirenthatmomattrrtai matte rsvp ave come to my.

attention in connection withitherexamiruitfon giving me cause to:believe thatih any, material

respeott
Accountingirecords were. not kept j n respect of tftg'Trust as required by secdom130:

of tyie Acti on
2'. The accounts domotrac&ord'with those recorda

I have no concerns. and have come acrosano&other rnatttras in connection with~the. .
examination trkwhich attentiontsffbuidlbe drawniinitftlsreport ln order to enable a proper
und@rstanding ofitfte accounts to. be reached.

@(~!i

Teresa Fenneli, ACIMA

Itr Dgesn't Hsnre to Costithe&rth ttd
epr5t Tae nstans Close, Woreesten yyitS 2A'I
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