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AID AFRICA 
TRUSTEES' REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st OCTOBER 2022 
 

The Trustees present their report together with the financial statements for the year ending 31st 
October 2022 
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies and 
comply with the Charities Trust Deed and the Statement of Recommended Practice ‘Accounting 
and Reporting by Charities’ issued in March 2005 and applicable law.   

Trustees at the date of this report 
 
David Mills (Technical Director - Malawi) – Chairman 
Lynda Mills (Project Director – Malawi) 
Jenny Palmer (Deputy Chair) – Treasurer 
Simone Hume 
Hilda Stoker 
      
 

      
Address    
 
P O Box 103     
Fakenham 
Norfolk 
NR21 1BF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Advisors     
 
Bankers    
HSBC, Cromer, Norfolk 
 
Accountant 
Keith Colman – Fakenham Norfolk 
 
Independent Examiner 
Dr D P Ainsworth PhD. – Fakenham, Norfolk 
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AID AFRICA/OPEN HAND PROJECTS 

TRUSTEES’ REPORT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2022 

    
    
    
Structure, Governance and Management 
     
Aid Africa is a registered charity constituted and governed by a Trust Deed dated 15th    
September 2006.     
Trustees are elected by the governing body i.e. the current Trustees.     
In the UK, meetings of the Trustees have been held throughout the year, at the AGM new Trustees 
were appointed, further discussions were held via email due to the Coronavirus restrictions.   
They receive reports on the work of the charity and progress made. Decisions are made by the 
Trustees who also seek to ensure that the legal requirements of the Charity Commission and other 
regulatory bodies are carried out. 
The charity’s shop in Holt is managed and staffed by volunteers under the oversight of Mrs Jacqui 
Cross and Mrs Jenny Palmer. 
In Malawi, the charity employs local Malawians who are involved in the day to day running of the 
base in Chiringa. Their work is overseen by David & Lynda Mills during their visits to Malawi, and by 
Les and Kathie Craske, who live in Malawi, and Trustees. Additionally, when they are back in the UK, 
David and Lynda Mills maintain regular contact with the Craskes and the local OHP workforce by 
telephone, text and e-mail.    
    
    
Objectives and Activities   
     
The governing document describes the objectives of the charity as being “To relieve poverty and 
sickness, in particular but not exclusively in Malawi, by supplying resources and advice for 
agricultural projects”  
The charity was established with a vision to help to alleviate some of the needs of the most 
vulnerable in the rural areas of Malawi, and seeks to encourage self-sufficiency within the local 
communities and discourage dependence, with a robust safeguarding policy in place.   
Our aim is to encourage, empower, and benefit individuals, households and community groups, in 
food security, nutrition, education, training, re-forestation and water security.  
We seek to encourage the spirit of giving and acceptance of all, especially those AIDS affected.  In 
all this the Trustees have had regard to the guidance issued by the Charity Commission on Public 
Benefit.      
Volunteers play a very significant role in the life of the charity here in the UK, in the shop, with fund 
raising and with administration. A number have visited Malawi at their own expense. The charity is 
indebted to these hard working people.    
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AID AFRICA 
TRUSTEES REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31st OCOBER 2022 

(CONTINUED) 
    
    
Statement of trustees' responsibility    
 
    
The trustees are responsible for preparing the annual report and the financial statements in    
accordance with applicable law and United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice.     
Law applicable to charitable companies requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for    
each financial year which give a true and fair view of the charitable company's financial activities    
during the period and of its financial position at the end of the period. In preparing financial     
statements giving a true and fair view, the trustees should follow best practice and:     
    
• select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;     
• make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; and     
• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to    
presume that the charity will continue in operation.     
    
The trustees are responsible for keeping accounting records which disclose with reasonable    
accuracy the financial position of the Trust. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets    
of the charitable company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection     
of fraud and other irregularities.     
    
    
Statement of disclosure to auditors    
    
• so far as the trustees are aware, there is no relevant audit information of which the     
auditors are unaware; and they have taken all the steps that they ought to have taken as    
trustees in order to make themselves aware of any relevant audit information and to    
establish that the trust's auditors are aware of that information.      
    
    
    
    
    
This report has been prepared in accordance with Statement of Recommended Practice -     
Accounting and Reporting by Charities (issued in March 2005).    
    
    
     
This report was approved by the board and signed on its behalf.      
    
    
    
(signed by David Mills)    
    
    
    
David Mills Chairman 
Date    31st July 2023
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AID AFRICA 

Charity No: 1116336 
Accounts for the year ended 31 OCTOBER 2022 

  
     
    
  Respective responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner: 
 
As the charity's trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you consider that    
the audit requirement of section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the Act) does not apply. It is my    
responsibility to state, on the basis of the procedures specified in the general directions given by    
the Charity Commissions under section 43(7)b of the Act, whether particular matters have come   
to my attention. 
 
 
Basis of Independent Examiners Report 
    
My examination was carried out in accordance with my understanding of the General Directions   
given by the Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept   
by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with these records. It also includes the 
consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from    
you as trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the   
evidence required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view   
given by the accounts.      
    
    
Independent examiner's statement:      
    
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:      
    
1) - gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements     

a) to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the Act; and      
b) to prepare accounts which comply with the accounting records and accounting    
   requirements of the Act, have not been met,     

    
2) - or to which, in my opinion attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper     
     understanding of the accounts to be reached.    
    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

(signed by Dr D P Ainsworth)

Dr D P Ainsworth   
Fakenham   
Norfolk 

Signed  3rd August 2023 
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AID AFRICA     
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
31 OCTOBER 2022 

1 ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

1.1 ACCOUNTING CONVENTION 
The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, 
as modified by     
the revaluation of certain investments and include the results of the charity's 
operation which are     
described in the Trustees' Report and all of which are continuing. The accounts 
have been     
prepared in accordance with the Statement of Recommended Practice, ("SORP"), 
'Accounting    
and Reporting by Charities' published in March 2005 and applicable accounting 
standards.      
The charity has taken advantage of the exemption in Financial Reporting Standard 
No 1 from the     
requirement to produce a cash flow statement.     
    
1.2 INCOMING RESOURCES     
All incoming resources are included in the statement of financial activities when the 
charity is     
entitled to the income and the amount can be quantified with reasonable accuracy. 
The following     
specific policies are applied to particular categories of income:      
• Voluntary income is received by way of donations and gifts and is recognised on 
receipt or     
accrued as income as soon as practical and prudent to do so. Income tax refunds 
due    
from income received under deduction of tax are credited in the same year as the 
relevant    
income.     
• Income from charitable activities include fees receivable from donors and is 
credited in the    
same year as the relevant income.      
    
1.3 RESOURCES EXPENDED      
All expenditure is accounted for on an accrual basis and includes attributable VAT 
which cannot be recovered, and is reported as part of the expenditure to which it relates:   

    
Costs of generating funds comprise the costs associated with attracting voluntary 
income.     
• Charitable activities include.      
• Governance costs include those costs associated with meeting the constitutional 

Statutory requirements of the charity and include independent examiners fees.     
    • All costs are allocated between expenditure categories of the SOFA on a basis 

designed to reflect the use of the resource. Costs relating to particular activities are 
Allocated directly, others on an usage basis.     
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