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Overview	–	2020	Certainly	turned	out	to	be	a	very	different	year	to	what	was	expected.	Yet	
despite	the	global	pandemic	we	were	able	to	continue	serving	our	church	and	wider	community	
while	learning	to	be	flexible	and	find	new	ways	of	accomplishing	our	charitable	objectives	of	
advancing	the	Christian	faith	and	serving	our	community	in	beneficial	ways.			
	
Finances	–	Total	income	for	the	year	was	£169,141.45.	This	was	a	reduction	of	£37,784.40		fro	
the	previous	year,	mainly	due	to	loss	of	revenue	from	hall	hire.	However	our	regular	member’s	
financial	contributions	continued	at	a	stable	rate	for	which	we	are	very	grateful.	
Total	expenditure	was	£173,672.77	leaving	a	net	operating	loss	of	£4,532.32	
Thankfully,	due	to	well-managed	finances,	we	were	able	to	call	on	our	reserves,	which	enabled	
us	to	continue	operating	unaffected	throughout	the	year.		
We	continued	to	give	to	local	charities	such	as	Community	works,	Sutton	Schools	work	as	well	
as	to	our	New	Ground	family	of	churches	for	on	going	church	planting	and	support	globally.	
In	addition,	we	continued	to	take	up	one	off	gifts	to	support	national	and	overseas	missions.	
	
Church	Planting	-	A	key	expense	this	year	was	financing	our	church	plant	in	Epsom.	We	believe	
church	planting	is	an	excellent	model	to	reach	new	communities.	We	plan	to	launch	the	church	
plant	in	early	2021.	With	our	focus	on	Epsom	we	also	ran	an	Alpha	course	–	an	introduction	to	
the	Christian	faith.	
	
Highfield	hall	–	Our	premises	continues	to	be	a	popular	facility	for	running	various	community	
activities	and	social	gatherings	and	continues	to	have	a	very	positive	presence	in	the	borough.	
We	were	glad	to	be	able	to	host	the	winter	homeless	shelter,	in	partnership	with	Sutton	
Community	Works,	once	again	at	the	beginning	of	the	year.	Those	who	would	otherwise	have	
been	homeless	received	hot	evening	meals,	a	warm	bed	and	breakfast	to	set	them	up	for	the	
day.	We	were	able	to	build	real	relationships	with	them	and	many	were	helped	into	more	
permanent	accommodation.	Unfortunately,	due	to	lockdown,	we	were	unable	to	repeat	this	at	
the	end	of	the	year.	Lockdown	also	meant	that	we	had	to	close	the	building	completely	for	
several	months	–	this	obviously	impacted	both	on	our	community	and	on	our	finances.	Once	
restrictions	allowed,	we	implemented	a	full	Covid-specific	risk	assessment,	in	line	with	
government	guidelines,	and	were	glad	to	welcome	socially	distanced	events	when	we	were	
able.	
	
Church	life/Community	–	This	year	we	had	to	find	new	ways	to	stay	connected	during	the	
various	lockdowns	–	particular	the	vulnerable	and	elderly.	We	implemented	Zoom	meetings	for	
small	groups	and	children’s	ministries	and	live-streamed	our	Sunday	services	on	YouTube.	We	
continued	to	host	the	Sutton	Community	Works	charity	in	our	office	space	as	well	as	supporting	
their	different	initiatives	including	Sutton	Foodbank,	Street	Pastors,	‘Linking	Lives’	and	a	job	



club.	As	already	mentioned,	we	were	also	involved	in	a	winter	homeless	shelter.		
	
Small	groups	-	Our	‘Life	Groups’	really	came	into	their	own	this	year,	helping	make	sure	people	
were	not	isolated	during	the	lockdown	months.	Meals	were	cooked	and	calls	and	visits	were	
made,	as	people	found	ways	to	stay	connected.	Most	moved	onto	the	Zoom	platform	this	year.	
The	Book	Club	continues	to	grow.	And	our	Badminton	club	on	Friday	nights	is	a	popular	place	
for	people	to	exercise	and	build	friendships.		
	
Preaching/teaching	-	We	started	the	year	looking	at	the	book	of	Hebrews	and	how	we	can	have	
faith	in	a	faithful	God.	This	was	certainly	very	timely	as	we	headed	into	such	an	uncertain	and	
faith-testing	season.	It	really	did	help	our	congregation	know	they	can	trust	in	God	even	when	
circumstances	are	shaken.	We	then	did	a	series	called	“Lessons	from	Lockdown”	looking	at	
what	we	felt	God	was	teaching	us	through	this	season.		
A	key	highlight	of	the	year	was	our	international	Sunday,	celebrating	racial	diversity	–	with	
many	contributions	brought	in	different	languages	and	all	online!	
We	also	had	a	key	focus	on	the	issue	of	modern	day	slavery	in	partnership	with	International	
Justice	Mission.	We	finished	the	year	with	a	wonderful	carol	service,	both	online	and	in	person,	
celebrating	the	fact	that	hope	has	a	name	–	Jesus	Christ.	
We	continue	to	be	committed	to	preaching	the	Word	of	God	in	a	meaningful	and	inspiring	way	
equipping	the	saints	for	works	of	service	to	be	a	people	full	of	the	Word	and	the	Spirit	of	God.	
	
Leadership/Staff	–	Steve	&	Rob	continue	to	serve	on	staff	as	full-time	elders.	Carolyn	Dunlop	
continues	to	do	a	great	job,	overseeing	the	hire	of	the	building	along	with	additional	
administration.	We	also	employed	someone	part	time	to	do	the	video	editing.	
We	continue	to	invest	in	leadership	and	sent	three	people	to	the	New	Ground	Academy	for	
training	and	equipping	for	future	leadership.		
	
Prayer	-	Prayer	truly	does	ground	all	that	we	do	as	a	church	community.	We	started	prayer	
evenings	on	Zoom	to	make	corporate	prayer	as	accessible	as	possible.	We	also	held	a	week	
of	prayer	to	kick	the	year	off.	We	also	set	up	a	Zoom	prayer	room	for	those	who	wanted	specific		
one-to-one	prayer.	We	continue	to	see	God	answer	our	prayers	–	whether	for	provision,	
healing	and	comfort.		
	
Kid’s	Church	–	After	leading	our	Kids	church	for	four	years,	Barney	and	Carolyn	Dunlop	handed	
the	baton	over	to	Michaela	Cucharo	in	the	autumn	of	2020.	We	set	up	a	weekly	YouTube	kids	
channel	and	then	transitioned	on	to	Zoom	Our	young	people	continue	to	grow	in	their	
knowledge	and	understanding	of	Jesus	-	and	have	lots	of	fun.	
	
Youth	-	Our	youth	group	continues	to	thrive	under	the	leadership	of	Roz	Ullman	and	Naomi	
Mungroo,	helping	our	young	people	stay	connected	via	Zoom	and	in-person	where	possible.	
Online	school	and	the	various	lockdowns	have	hugely	impacted	our	young	people	and	so	having	



a	supportive	community	around	them	has	been	vital.	
	
Playgroup	Group	–	We	had	to	pause	our	Playgroup	due	to	Covid	for	several	months	–	this	was	a	
real	blow	to	many	parents	for	whom	the	social	interaction	is	a	life-line.	We	reopened	as	and	
when	we	could	with	a	full	Covid-safe	risk	assessment.		
	
Overseas	–We	continue	to	support	the	work	of	New	Ground,	part	of	New	frontiers,	and	help	
with	crisis	needs	and	support	many	new	church	plants	both	in	prayer	and	financially.	We	are	
also	part	of	the	Welcome	Churches	network	helping	people	from	overseas,	particularly	from	
Hong	Kong,	feel	welcomed	and	find	a	place	to	worship.	
	
Looking	towards	2021		
Church	planting	into	Epsom	is	a	key	priority	for	us.	We	also	aim	to	partner	again	with	Sutton	
Community	Works	this	time	with	their	community	food	shop	for	low-income	families.	Despite	
the	various	Covid	restrictions	we	have	seen	a	real	openness	in	our	community	for	prayer	and	
genuine	care.	We	aim	to	continue	to	grow	in	spreading	the	love	of	Jesus	to	our	community.	
	
	
The	trustees	of	River	Church	Sutton	
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