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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 

 

Legal and Administrative 

 

The Sainsbury Archive was formed as a company limited by guarantee on 8 November 2002 by a 

Memorandum of Association. The company registration number is 4585197. 

 

The company was registered with the Charity Commission on 11 March 2003. The charity 

registration number is 1096454. 

 

Trustees/  Jon Hartland   Chairman 

Directors  Timothy Fallowfield  

  Mark Given  

  David Hay   

Francesca Perrin  (appointed 13 October 2020)   

  Judith Portrait 

  Alex Sainsbury 

    Mark Sainsbury     

 

Company Secretary  Timothy Fallowfield 

 

Registered  33 Holborn 

Office  London 

  EC1N 2HT   

 

Bankers  Child & Co 

  1 Fleet Street, London EC4Y 1BD   

 

Solicitors  Portrait Solicitors 

  21 Whitefriars Street, London EC4Y 8JJ   

         

Independent Examiner  Tina Allison, FCCA 

  Crowe U.K. LLP 

  55 Ludgate Hill, London, EC4M 7JW 

 

Objects and Activities  The object of the Charity is to collect, maintain and display items and 

documents relating to the history of J Sainsbury plc and its trading 

activities. 

 

Organisation  The Trustees meet regularly. Day to day maintenance of the financial 

records of the Charity is carried out by the Sainsbury Family 

Charitable Trusts’ office at The Peak, 5 Wilton Road, London SW1V 

1AP. 
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Objectives 

 

The object of The Sainsbury Archive is to advance education for the public benefit by collecting, 

maintaining and displaying items and documents relating to the history of J Sainsbury plc and the 

family of John James Sainsbury. 

 

Appointment and Training of Trustees 

 

Article 27 of the Articles of Association sets out the minimum (three) and maximum (currently 

eight) number of Trustees and the nomination of Trustee provisions. Article 38 of the Articles of 

Association states that the Trustees may appoint a person who is willing to be a Trustee, either to 

fill a vacancy or as an additional Trustee, provided that the appointment does not cause the number 

of Trustees to exceed any number fixed in accordance with the Articles as the maximum number of 

Trustees. Training is given to new Trustees as necessary. 

 

Charity and Public Benefit  

 

The Trustees are aware of the Charity Governance Code published in 2017 which sets out the 

principles and recommended practice for good governance within the sector. The trustees recognise 

that a commitment to meeting the charity’s public benefit is an ongoing requirement and have due 

regard to it. The Charity has reviewed its governance arrangements against the principles within the 

code and believes that it is compliant with the code whilst maintaining its need to operate its 

governance efficiently. 

 

The Sainsbury Archive, which is open without charge, is visited not only by the public generally 

but also by students, teachers and other academic researchers interested in Britain’s food retailing 

heritage. The Archive, as referred to elsewhere in the Trustees’ Report, provides an invaluable 

insight and educational resource into the way in which retailing and shopping habits have changed 

since the mid-19th century, as well as providing valuable information on the nation’s eating habits 

over that period, and to that extent it is unique.  Not only can the Archive be visited, but there is on-

line access to the Archive catalogue and the JS Journal collection and an extensive website. 

 

Risk Assessment 

 

The Trustees have examined the major strategic, business and operational risks to which the Charity 

may be exposed and systems are in place adequate to meet such potential risks as the Trustees have 

identified. The Trustees continue to be vigilant and to keep processes under review. 

 

The Trustees identified the willingness of funders to continue their support to constitute a significant 

risk.  This is mitigated by ongoing review of financial forecasts and the confirmation of support by 

the key donors over several years. 

 

A further significant risk is the physical risks to the materials in the Archive (from fire, theft etc) 

which is mitigated by housing the Archive in the Museum of London, with reliance on the 

Museum’s infrastructure and procedures.  
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Reserves 

 

Reserves are held to facilitate the smooth running of the Archive and the Trustees aim to maintain 

a level that, with known income flows, will sufficiently cover current and future expenditure. The 

Trustees review the reserves policy annually and are satisfied that this policy will continue to enable 

the Archive to meet its obligations as they fall due. At the end of the year, free reserves totalled 

£180,032 (2020: £98,286). 

 

Financial Review 

 

The net surplus for the year was £81,746 (2020: deficit of £10,606) which, when added to the 

brought forward surplus of £98,286, resulted in a surplus on unrestricted reserves of £180,032 at 31 

March 2021.  

 

Grants received in the year comprised £129,036 (2020: £152,035) from J Sainsbury plc and 

£180,000 (2020: £99,200) from the Sainsbury Family Charitable Trusts. 

 

Review of the Year and Future Plans 

 

The Charity continued to fulfil its objectives as outlined above. As a result of the Covid-19 

pandemic, the physical archive was not accessible to the public for the first few months of the 2021 

financial year, although access by teachers, students, academic researchers and members of the 

public via the website continued. The Museum of London has now reopened to the public, albeit 

with social distancing measures in place. 

 

The Archive’s web resources attract substantial numbers of visitors; the digitised JS Journal 

collection provides a valuable historical source, and selections from the paper, audio, film and video 

collection have been transferred to a digital format, both to preserve them and to make them more 

accessible. The online catalogue makes it possible to access more than 19,000 catalogue descriptions 

and over 2,000 digital images from the Archive. 

 

Due to the multi-year agreements in place with all of the Archive’s current funder base, it is not 

expected that the epidemic will have a lasting effect on the financial situation of the Archive. 

Discussions are continuing on moving the Archive to the new Museum of London site at 

Smithfields, which is expected to open by 2024. 

 

The above report has been prepared in accordance with the special provisions of Part 15 of the 

Companies Act 2006 relating to small companies. 

 

 

Approved by the Board on 12 October 2021 and signed on their behalf by: 

 

 
……………………………………………… Chairman  
 

Jon Hartland   
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STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES’ RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
The Trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees’ Report and the financial statements in accordance with 

applicable law and regulations.   

 

Company law requires the Trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year in accordance with United 

Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice (United Kingdom Accounting Standards and applicable law).  

 

Under company law the Trustees must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied that they give a 

true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable company/charity and of its net incoming for that period. In 

preparing these financial statements, the Trustees are required to:  

 

• select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

 

• make judgments and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

 

• state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any material departures disclosed 

and explained in the financial statements;  

 

• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the charity 

will continue to operate.  

 

The Trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain the 

charitable company’s transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the 

charitable company and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. 

They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the 

prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 
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Independent examiner's report to the trustees of The Sainsbury Archive 

 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above charity for the year ended 31 March 2021. 

  

Responsibilities and basis of report 

 

As the charity's trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements 

of the Charities Act 2011 (“the Act”).  

  

I report in respect of my examination of the accounts carried out under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out 

my examination, I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 

145(5)(b) of the Act. 

 

Independent examiner's statement 

 

The charity’s gross income exceeded £250,000 and I am qualified to undertake the examination by being a qualified 

member of ACCA, which is one of the listed bodies. 

 

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in connection with 

the examination which gives me cause to believe that in, any material respect: 

 

• the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; or  

• the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or 

• the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content of accounts 

set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any requirement that the 

accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which is not a matter considered as part of an independent examination. 

 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which attention 

should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 

 

 

 

Tina Allison, FCCA 

Crowe U.K. LLP 

London 

 

12 October 2021 
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