
Trustees’ Annual Report 2024-25

Sexually Transmitted Infections Research Foundation

(STIRF) Charity Number 1075316

Activity Report: 

a. PhD Studentship. 

PhD-3: Study to investigate international students’ access, outcomes and experiences of sexual and reproductive health care whilst studying in a 

university in the UK, and to identify how these factors have been influenced by COVID-19 – Nottingham Trent University 

The student has returned from sick leave and is due to resume the project. A final report is expected in March 2025

STIRF received no application for PhD Studentships in 2024/5. 

b: Projects currently being conducted.

STIRF-051: Advertising sexual violence support services in sexual and reproductive health services: improving awareness, relatability and acceptability - 

Rachel Caswell.

STIRF approved to funding the above study in March 2023. The end-of-year one report was received and approved in July 2024.  The sum approved is £82,918 and

has been paid as follows: £52,953 in the first year and £29,965 in the second year.  

STIRF – 052 Enhancing access to sexual health services for people with mental health conditions and/or learning difficulties in the West Midlands: 

assessing knowledge, barriers, and facilitators – Charlotte Owen 

STIRF approved to funding October 2024 in the above study for £87,743 to begin in May 2025 to be distributed as follows in the coming financial year 2025-

2026:

Year one: £45,821

Year two: £41,922

c: Projects approved for funding for 2025-6.

STIRF – 052 Enhancing access to sexual health services for people with mental health conditions and/or learning difficulties in the West Midlands: 

assessing knowledge, barriers, and facilitators – Charlotte Owen

Sum approved as described above to be paid in this financial year.

STIRF-054 Investigating the host response during symptomatic and asymptomatic Neisseria gonorrhoeae infection 

– Luke Green. 

Sum approved £89,253 over two years

STIRF-056 Co-design of Inclusive Advertising to Promote Sexual Violence Support within Sexual and Reproductive Health Services – Rachel Caswell

Sum approved £99,090 to be paid as follows:

Year one: £54,196 

Year two: £44,894 



STIRF-057 Congenital Syphilis in England, in 2025 – Margaret Kingston

Sum approved £4,000

Financial report

The income for the financial year 2024-2025 was £50,000. The accounts were independently examined by Garry Rutter C.A, Ormerod Rutter Ltd, Chartered 

Accountants. The trustees spent £960 on projects and related costs. 

New Trustees

Current Board of Trustees consist of six persons. There were no changes.

Secretarial assistance

Ms Leslie Organ continued to provide valuable secretarial assistance to the Hon Secretary

Future developments

Applications were invited for both PhD studentships and research projects for 2024/5 in January 2025. Four application for projects and one for PhD studentship 

were received. These were sent for review and three projects were approved for funding as outlined above. 

STIRF will continue to seek further co-operation with other relevant charities. 

Jo-Li Trust has agreed to part-fund STIRF by donating £50,000 annually until 2029 and an additional £40,000 for two years (2025 and 2026) towards funding 

application STIRF-054.
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