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TRUSTEES REPORT: CHARITY COMMISSION ANNUAL RETURN 2024
Wales Puja Committee
Charity Registration No: 1050138

The Charity Commission for England and Wales
Trustees’ Annual Report for the Financial Year 1 September 2023 to 31 August 2024
Dear Sir or Madam,

We are pleased to submit the Trustees’ Annual Report for the Wales Puja Committee
(WPC) for the period 1 September 2023 to 31 August 2024, in accordance with the
Charities Act 2011 and current guidance issued by the Charity Commission.

Objectives and Activities

Our principal aim remains the celebration and promotion of Hindu culture, spirituality,
and community through the observance of key festivals and inclusive community events.
This is very much central to much of what we do. We seek to foster cultural identity and
intergenerational engagement through shared heritage and artistic programming.

Achievements and Performance

In this reporting period, we successfully hosted our core religious and cultural festivals:
Durga Puja, Kali Puja and Saraswati Puja, which were attended by members of all ages
and backgrounds. We also delivered vibrant community celebrations, including a Sports
Day/Summer Festival and Poila Boishakh (Bengali New Year).

2023 marked WPC’s Golden Jubilee, an extraordinary milestone. We received a generous
grant from the National Lottery Heritage Fund to help celebrate this. The Durga Puja was
held in the prestigious Temple of Peace and Health in Cardiff City Centre attracting big
gatherings on every day. We even held a Mahalaya celebration in the Museum of Cardiff
to welcome the pujas. The occasion was also celebrated with a headline performance by
Krosswindz, a leading Indian rock fusion band. Their performance was supported via the
Nights Out (Arts Council of Wales), who generously covered the artist fees directly. This
flagship event underscored our long-standing dedication to blending heritage with
contemporary expression.

It was the tradition in the WPC to cook our own meals during Pujas and Festivals. This has
become more difficult in recent years with restrictions on cooking in venues and growing
numbers of attendees. We hired the Community Kitchen at Oasis, a charity for
immigrants and asylum seekers where we taught them some Indian cooking skills and for
every mel that we served in the Pujas, a matched meal was donated to the asylum
seekers and homeless at Oasis. This we felt was a great way to celebrate our Golden
Anniversary year.



Financial Overview

Total income for the year was £37,336, inclusive of generous donations and a £9,600
grant from the National Lottery Heritage Fund to support our 50th anniversary
programme. Our total expenditure was £36,018, with all financial records detailed in the
Treasurer’s Report and Independent Assessment submitted alongside this letter.

Governance and Management

The Wales Puja Committee is managed by a Board of Trustees, supported by an Executive
Committee. Meetings are held regularly at our office premises, with additional subgroup
meetings to address specific organisational needs.

Compliance and Future Planning

We remain committed to good governance and safeguarding. Many of our members—
predominantly NHS, teaching, and social care professionals—already hold valid DBS
checks, and we will be encouraging all active volunteers to refresh these as needed.

We also acknowledge the evolving regulatory framework of the Charity Commission. In
alignment with this, we are currently awaiting formal Consent to amend our Constitution
to reflect this along with our future aspirations and modern operational needs.

Public Benefit Statement

The trustees confirm that they have complied with their duty to have due regard to the
guidance on public benefitissued by the Charity Commission.

We extend our deepest gratitude to our volunteers, donors, and community members

whose support sustains our mission. Together, we look forward to another year of vibrant
cultural celebration and community service.

Yours sincerely,

WH&

Dr Sakti Guha Niyogi

Head of Trustees

On behalf of the Board of Trustees
Wales Puja Committee

Dr Sakti Guha Niyogi, 206 Heol Hir, Thornhill, Cardiff CF14 9LA

Wales Puja Committee, 3™ Floor, Greyfriar’s House,
Greyfriar’s Road, Cardiff CF10 3AL

walespujacommittee@gmail.com
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ales Py Committes Account 2083-2024
Reaigered Chariy Mo 1050138
WiCIA Hall hire A5 Online Donatisns 145403
Stage Building/ Lighting' Decorations 2673.54 Cash Collections G268.29
Protima Transportation 420 Raflle Collections 215
KK, Solutions for Souvenirs 1M Electmnics device
Puja Samagree’ Provisions' Protima sharee-dh 3137.1 Dt foni 31148
Fruits and Flowers Gl0.02 Aulvertisement 50
Swerle' N Coconot Narn TME IR NATIONAL ==
Puja wiensils deaning’ volunteer expenses 208,66 HERITAGERGE (iram 00
Photography and Videography 2200
Cantering:-
Oesis kivelen hilre 260 Food divimatons 1450
Enterprise van hive/ Parking' Fuel! Taxi lare A16.64) Swees donation-
Hio-degradable Consumahle Cotlery 41555 for Puja 7
Fruits and Fresh Vegetables HUT.66 Sweets donation-
Groceries’ Spices/ Ingredients’ Others 1336.27 lor Catéring Loo
Sasihi Evening extra food from Lahori Pizea 2B3.66
Food [vom Madhav and Havell restanrant LI
Catering Sweets [rom Puja and Madhav T
Kitchen Assistanis’ Fuel 112475
Cualicened piprms -
Hall hire for Rehearsals i
Materials! Troup hire/ culiural props 20731
Trophies Medalk and Award’ Relreshmeni 1495
m 14431 16 M 156007
Surplus: 128.71
Kali Pujo:-
WiCIA Hall hire }_-'r[ll Umniline Donaticns nzz
Fruits and Flowers 13824 Cash Collections 142
Puja Samagree’ Provision/ Sweets/ others 9,02 Meat Sweet donation 125
Decarations 108,53
Cintering:-
(asts kitchen hire! Kitchen assistani / Tuel A58
Fruite' Vegetables | Chatney / Taxifare I.'-lll
Sweels k]
Groceries’ Meat' Spices 34847
Total 1544.41 Tolal 1489
Defieir2 5541
Krosswinds Eveni:-
FCC Hall hire Wy Tickets sales —
Stayving hotel in Cardiff{ % night) lor Artisis an2 Adulis T7TEEL5 1155
Viza processing lee (wpc share) 263 dids 12 @ £ 10 120
Flight Tickets! Train tickets’ Fuel / Car park 427.02 REBA transferrel
Artisis Rreakiast / Lunch/ Dinner/ Tood a1 venus 203 o WP 48,61
PA & Sound system hire T25
E 216332 Tolal 1323.61
Deficii== 838.71
Diwali Eveni:-
MERCURE hotel venue’ Food 3003 Tickets sales —
Wine corcage 20 bottle [@ED 120 Adults 105@E30 3170
Extra bottle of wine from outside 10 s 13 0 £ 13 1659
Solt drinks | Juces Sponsurship 350
Sweels | Flowers for Poja 28.7 Raflle collections Ao
Ralfle Gifts & Hamper and raffle book 15
Total 1561.7| Total 4189
Surplus: 6273
Christirigs_Party Fvernl:-
Chrigmas decorations Tree 022 Ciline Cal lection 709
Solt drinks / loeoream' Water B5.6
e cubes | Mince Pie 18,05
Food [ram Gateway ol India 610
Total 750487 Total 708
Deficit== 42.87
Saraswotl Puja:-
Hall hire am Omiline Danatlons 1484
Frui and Flowers 12169 Cash Collections 235
Puja Samagres’ Provision/ Sweets/ others 55006 Cheque W0
Decorations/ Flower for vase 36,96
Caterinng:-
Food / Sweets / Samasa -'rHII
Kitchen Assistany’ Fuoel 210
(Culirnd prvproms: -
Hall hire [or Hehearsals 5
Gillt lor Perlormers L83,04)
Toial 1375.55] Total 1739
Surphus; JER 45
FPoila Boishak Ever:-
Food 250 Chnline Cal lection x4
Water)! Juces 13,82
Sweels 30
Toial 2932 Total 294
Surphus: 018
5 o £ .
Hall Hire 150 Cmline Collection 452
Solt drinks / Water/ sugar’ Tea bags 2568 Sweel donation ki
Food and Sweets/. Fuchka 217
Sports consumable and Medal 123,07
M 515.75 Total 523
Surplus: 7.25
General Expenses:-
Electronic LI maniter & Audio mixer 934 Gil- Add -
UKBC membership/ Travel Fuel/bus 1900 from HMRC A624.40
Microsolt soltware’ Zoom call/ others 326,65 Wales Museim 571.59
Decorations welsKey cut’ Tape'admin 22637 Cardiff Council 240
Additional Cutlery 264.71 Office use 200
Event Insurance 1532 Interest received—
Golden Anniversary Leafleat! Publicity 260 in WIFC a'c nnTy
Intercity Storage’ Transfer/ car park 1668 Maonthly Regular
Durgapuja 25 Hall hire in advance book 10 donatio ns 2475
Independent Fxaminer for Audit 100 Panel Warehouse TH.78
Electricity hills and athers 166013
Solidarity Snacks)! Difice meeting Snacks 2539
Total 080,43 Tolal 7509.58
Chanty EXprnses;-
Team India Donations 204
UCAN Mayor Chardiy 1Y

Total 300

Grand Total L __3018.21

All wgether throughou the year surplises = E1L318.05
Last vear 2022 -23 Accouint balance was==>
{Charity:-E1MA L reserve :-E20 14086 Corrent-L1370.000  E21, 703,95
This year 2023 -24 Account balance is => £27,022.19
(Charity - B9 reserve - 1TEH B Courren - E251006)
Surpluses == E1,3108.24
Miscellaneois: > 0.1
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Independent examiner's report on

the accounts

Section A Independent Examiner’s Report

Report to the trustees/ i _

members of Wales Puja Committee

On accounts for the year | 31 August 2024 Charity no | 1050138
ended (if any)

Set out on pages | 1

| report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity (“the Trust”) for the year ended 31 August 2024.

Responsibilities and As the charity's trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the
basis of report accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011
(“the Act”).

| report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, |
have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent | have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have
examiner's statement come to my attention in connection with the examination which gives me
cause to believe that in, any material respect:

o the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130
of the Charities Act; or

e the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or

¢ the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements
concerning the form and content of accounts set out in the Charities
(Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any
requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which is not
a matter considered as part of an independent examination.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in
connection with the examination to which attention should be drawn in
this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to
be reached.

q Date: | 09/06/2025
Signed: | [\ 5)/1_’31:‘11?'

Name: | PAUL SIMON BROWN

Relevant professional | FCIE, DChA,
qualification(s) or body
(if any):

Address: | 2 Ger y Mynydd, Hirwaun, Aberdare CF44 9RD




