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The financial year began with the nursery closed to the majority of children whilst the country 

remained in full lockdown due to the COVID-19 pandemic  Nursery was open only to children of ‘key-

workers’ and most staff remained at home.  Consequently 2 staff kept the nursery open supported 

by some staff working from home to support other children in their homes.  The nursery operated 

only from the woodland. 

Regular Zoom sessions were held for nursery children to meet with staff and friends, we used 

Instagram to post ideas to support learning at home and telephoned parents to chat about concerns 

and remind them we were available to them. 

As the only nursery remaining open in the local area we provided support to Surrey County Council 

by making space for children on the Child Protection register whose nurseries were closed.   

Nursery was able to reopen in full on 1 June when the majority of children returned to the setting.  

We continued to stay exclusively in the woods and gradually we saw the return of all but 2 children.  

We were unable to take any trips out for our leavers nor did our nursery trip to the beach take place.  

On the last day of term we held a special leavers ceremony but sadly we were not able to include 

parents. 

During the summer term we were unable to hold any fundraising activities like the sports day.  Nor 

could we hold any parent working parties in the woods.  However, a small group of fathers helped 

insulate the woodland cabin during the summer months. 

The Autumn term began with a large number of new children (22) and some new staff – Tamsin 

Madone and Julie Triska.  Home visits were not possible but we had settling in visits in the woods 

with 1:1 sessions with parents. 

By November the country returned to lockdown but nurseries and schools remained open.  It was 

not possible to hold the nativity in church but we did hold the celebration in the hall with parents 

joining us.  We were unable to hold any fundraising events at Christmas but we did make ‘Night 

Before Christmas’ bags and sold 70 raising some funds for nursery.   

The nursery participated in the village Advent Calendar decorating a window on the theme ‘ding-

dong merrily on high’ with children decorating bells to cover the windows. 

We started January with yet another national lockdown with nurseries remaining open although 

schools closed.  All existing nursery children continued to attend apart from those who shared 2 

settings.  Of the 6 children who shared 5 did not return.  Nine new children were due to start but 

only two did so as parents decided to keep their children at home.  This resulted in a significant loss 

of revenue.  Only 4 staff continued working full hours, some significantly reduced hours and others 

didn’t work at all.  The situation was extremely challenging.   

During the spring term we served hot lunches on Monday and Tuesday as a trail to serve more 

regularly but with other events it provided not to be the time to roll out this project. 



The staff have continued to commit themselves to the growth and enhancement of the nursery 

despite significant challenges throughout the financial year.   We work to continue to maintain our 

reputation, to review our processes and ensure we offer all children in our care the very best start in 

their development in all areas not simply academic.  Our admission policy ensures all children are 

given equal access to the nursery as long as space allows thereby providing a charity of public 

benefit. 

 


















