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September 2024 saw us start the pre-school year with very low numbers.  Unfortunately the nature of 

parents' working patterns has changed enormously over recent years and a part time setting like ours 

struggles to offer the hours needed for the modern family.  We have tried very hard to look at ways to offer 

extended hours but to no avail.  

With this in mind we decided to turn it on its head and celebrate a small intake with offering strong 

personalised teaching and the opportunity to get out and about within the village community.  Parents 

rallied and donated off road buggies so that we could go down to the duckpond and visit the local farmer.  

We also visited the church ‘cosy cuppa’ where the older folk of the village were absolutely delighted to have 

some younger company. 

Staff completed training in areas including supporting speech sounds and emotionally based non 

attendance. 

Over the year we celebrated Children in Need, World Book Day and Love Music Trust came and ran 6 

music and song sessions for us culminating in a picnic in the park where the children joined many others 

from a variety of schools and early years setting for a celebration of music and song. 

We supported the village Christmas Tree Festival with the children taking delight in designing and making 

decorations for our tree within the display. 

In May parents, children and staff baked away and provided a veritable feast for the local fell race.  This 

generated a substantial amount of funds to be ploughed back in for the children. 

Scarecrows and fete happened in July and again the children had great fun making a scarecrow and 

designing outfits to join in the fete parade. 

We are so fortunate to have such dedicated staff and parents who always go over and beyond to ensure 

the future of the setting.  Having celebrated the setting being open for 50 years during lockdown, every year 

beyond that is considered a resounding success.  We thank all, staff, children, parents, extended families 

and the wider village community for their support.  Every contribution, however small, is very much 

appreciated. 






























