
 

Affiliated to the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches 

O.E.F.C is a Registered Charity: Number 1030055 

  

 

Oadby 
Evangelical Free Church 

 

North Memorial Hall Stoughton Road Oadby Leicester LE2 4FL 

Tel: 0116 271 3805  email: info@oefc.co.uk  web: www.oefc.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Trustees’ Annual Report for 2022 

(1 January 2022 – 31 December 2022) 
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Governing Document : Church Constitution 
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     Steven J. Green  from 25 May 2022 

 : former elders and trustees, who left office on 25 May 2022  

     Luke Carter-Whittley 
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     Judith Chinnery from 25 May 2022 
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1. Purpose/Object 
The church was established in the mid-1970s to promote the advancement of the Christian faith, as 
is defined in its Basis of Faith, particularly but not exclusively in the Leicestershire town of Oadby. 

The Basis of Faith is identical to that of the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches (FIEC), 

and comprises the basic truths of historic, Biblical Christianity. 

 

2. Organisation 
The Church’s Constitution describes the rules governing the leadership and membership of the 

church, the conduct of its formal ‘business’ meetings, the two sacraments it observes (believers’ 
baptism and communion) and the basic aspects of its financing (by means of freewill offerings, 

which are carefully recorded and independently examined). 

The post of minister of OEFC is full-time and remunerated;  other members of the church who 

serve as elders, deacons or in other ways do so on a voluntary basis and, unless agreed otherwise by 
members of the church at a formal meeting, without payment. 

In 2022, the church held four business meetings for church members.  At the end of the year, the 

church had an admitted membership of 49, with one application for membership to be considered at 
at the church members’ meeting to be held in March 2023. 

The church is independent of any other organisation but maintains a positive interest in and links 

with other evangelical churches and Christian organisations.  In particular, it is affiliated to the 
nationwide Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches (FIEC). 

 

3. Public Benefit Statement and Church Activities 
The Trustees of the church have had regard to the guidance issued by the Charity Commission on 
public benefit.  In particular, the church seeks to benefit the local community by pursuing its main 

purpose through a range of activities appealing to a wide cross-section of ages and interests. 

Each Sunday, and normally twice on that day, the church meets for public worship;  it also arranges 
special services at Christmas, Easter and on other occasions.  The church no longer live-streams its 

services, but video recordings of most of them are released promptly on its YouTube channel. 

Each week the church runs at least one mid-week meeting for Bible Study and prayer, sometimes 
with an invited missionary or other guest speaker.  Other regular mid-week sessions include an Art 

group, a coffee morning with activities or presentations, a play session for pre-school children and 

their carers, a table-tennis session for men, an afternoon ‘Knit and Knatter’ session for older people 

and a walking group. 

The church’s various activities are well advertised in the church, on the web and by means of a 

weekly Bulletin which is issued both electronically and on paper.  All of the church’s activities, 
save its business meetings for members only, are open to the public, and several of them attract 

people who are neither formal members of the church nor regular members of its congregation. 

Most of the church’s activities and events are held at the North Memorial Hall, which is located on 
Stoughton Road in Oadby and forms the communal space for an estate of homes originally built in 

1920s to house disabled warriors from the Great War.  The church rents this historic property, 
which it has significantly improved and extended, under the terms of a 35-year exclusive lease 

granted to it by the Trustees of another local charity – the North Memorial Homes. 

In addition to its concern for the people of Oadby, the church actively supports Christian outreach 
and missionary work, as well as humanitarian aid projects.  Donations received for special collec-

tions taken up in 2022 were sent to local charities and foodbanks as well as to recognised Christian 
missions working in needy places around the world.  As an example, we once again supported the 

‘shoebox appeal’ organised by the Blythswood Care charity, and were able in November 2022 to 

pass on 53 shoeboxes, filled with simple Christmas gifts, for needy families in eastern Europe. 
 

4. Ministerial Appointment 

The church had been without a minister for a few years when, in February 2022, it was put in contact 
with a Canadian pastor who had undeertaken theological training in Oxford and sensed a call to 

ministry in England.  In due course – after a series of electronic and face-to-face meetings, interviews 
and the taking up of references – the church called Gary Prickett to the pastorate at Oadby;  he accepted 

that call and assumed his work at the church, on a full-time basis, on 1 October 2022. 



 

5. Financial Position 

The church accounts for the year 2022 have been signed off by an independent examiner.  They 
show that, including monies reclaimed under the Gift Aid scheme, the church has maintained a sur-

plus of income over expendiure.  This means that the church’s reserves have increased modestly, 
but this is considered prudent given that the fellowship now has a full-time minister to support and 

remains without a building of its own. 

 

6. Future Developments 
The church has occupied the North Memorial Hall in Oadby under the terms of a 35-year lease 

granted to it by the Trustees of the North Memorial Homes.  That lease expired in mid-2022 but 

was extended to January 2023 to allow negotiations to take place regarding a possible new lease.  
Those negotiations had not concluded by the end of the calendar year 2022, but are of importance 

for the future physical location of the fellowship. 

The church is minded to register as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation, but work on this project 
will not be resumed until negotiations regarding a new lease on the North Memorial Hall have been 

concluded satisfactorily or alternative accommodation located. 
 

 

Signed on behalf of the Trustees of Oadby Evangelical Free Church: 

   
Lance Atter, 1 June 2023 
 

 

 

 














