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~ Period start date Period end date
h sy From .’ , ; To i el B
Section A Reference and administration details
Charity name Sparrows Playgroup

Other names charity is known by

Registered charity number (if any)[ 1026963

Charity's principal address |17 Garden Farm

West Mersea

Colchester, Essex

Postcode CO5 8DU
Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity
Tiustdosnatng Office (if any) 5:::5 acted if not for whole :)a;r;:; g:nptniz:?ego&:)::%) entitled
1 | Keary Hill Chair
2 | Rita Kemp Treasurer
3 | Sophie Hosni
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
Names of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian trustees)
Name Dates acted if not for whole year
Rita Kemp
Keary Hill
Sophie Hosni
TAR 1 March 2012



Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)
Type of adviser Name Address

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information)

Section B Structure, governance and management

Description of the charity’s trusts

Type of governing document

How the charity is constituted

Trustee selection methods

Additional governance issues (Optional information)

You may choose to include
additional information, where
relevant, about:

e policies and procedures
adopted for the induction and
training of trustees;

o the charity’s organisational
structure and any wider
network with which the charity
works;

e relationship with any related
parties;

e trustees’ consideration of
major risks and the system
and procedures to manage
them.

Section C Objectives and activities

To promote an atmosphere in which children under statutory school age
can develop their learning and social skills. Encouraging the parents to
become involved in the activities of the group. Ensuring the opportunities
provided are for all children no matter their race culture, religion, means
or ability.

Summary of the objects of the
charity set out in its
governing document

TAR 2 March 2012




Summary of the main
activities undertaken for the
public benefit in relation to
these objects (include within
this section the statutory
declaration that trustees have
had regard to the guidance
issued by the Charity
Commission on public
benefit)

Additional details of objectives

You may choose to include
further statements, where
relevant, about:

e policy on grantmaking;

e policy programme related
investment;

e contribution made by
volunteers.

TAR

Children develop their learning through playing, painting, reading and
craft activities.

Children learn and develop social skills at snack and lunch times also at
parties, outings and sports day.

and activities (Optional information)

The playgroup received a donation from a variety of local community
groups which was put towards Sign and Sign sessions for the children to
help develop their language and communication skills which also allowed
2 children who with significant additional needs in this area of
development to communicate with their peers and their teachers.

3 March 2012




Section D

Achievements and performance

Summary of the main
achievements of the charity
during the year

TAR

Sparrows started back for the year on 5" September 2024; one member
of staff became full time.

Ofsted inspected Sparrows as we started back in September resulting in
a disappointing “requires improvement” grade.

The children started to learn their colours, listening to the Colour Monster
story and talked about their feelings. They made rainbow pictures and
enjoyed mixing and experimenting with different colours.

Harvest festival was celebrated, parents and children donated to the
Church’s Porch Pantry, they also learnt about where food comes from,
how they are grown and sampled new tastes and textures. The children
and staff made a Farm Yard out of cereal boxes; the children used their
imagination and their knowledge about the animals to play and create
stories with the play animals.

The children who were starting school were invited to visit Mersea Island
School with their parents and Sparrows welcomed back one member of
staff from maternity leave.

Leading up to Christmas the children celebrated Halloween and Bonfire
Night learning about safety around fireworks and fire.

Sparrows held an open day on 16" November and welcomed prospective
parents and their children. Activities were available for the children to
experience and staff were available to speak with parents and answer
any questions.

Sparrows achieved 2™ place at the Christmas Tree Festival with “That’s
not my snowman” and the children worked on a variety of Christmas
themed activities and crafts.

The children were invited to Mersea Island school to watch the Early
Years Nativity Play and visited the elderly residents of Hall Barn to deliver
gifts, cards and sing Christmas songs together.

The Christmas party was held on 17" December with Timmy the EIf and
Bernard the Snowman to entertain the children. Father Christmas came
to deliver presents which were donated by Micro Scooters (local family
run company) which were drinks bottles and bottle holder and some
stickers.

Spring Term started on 6" January 2025 continuing the theme of colours
and introducing shapes.

Chinese New Year was celebrated, the year of the Snake, where the
children made snakes and looked at the numbers 1 to 5 in Chinese.

The Manager and Deputy Manager retired from Sparrows on the 14"
February 2025 and a new Manager was in place ready for rest of the
Spring Term from 24" February 2025. A current member of staff was
promoted to Deputy Manager and Sparrows continued to run as normal.

In March the Deputy Manager resigned for personal reasons, and a new
Deputy Manager was taken on. Both the new Manager and Deputy
Manager completed their Safeguarding Levels 2 and 3 (DSL) together
with First Aid where needed.

4 March 2012




Section D

TAR

Achievements and performance

Sparrows also started to offer Wednesday’s from April after many
comments at how having the full week would be beneficial to parents and
their children.

Ofsted returned to Sparrows on 6" June and Sparrows were graded as
GOOD overall and, in every area, they were happy that the key actions
that were raised in the previous Inspection were now met.

Staff supervision meetings took place to ensure staff were feeling
supported and additional CPD was put in place to ensure all staff were up
to date with their understanding of the EYFS and children’s development.

To round of the year the children had a trip to” Wellies on” Farm, where
the children and their families had hands on experience with different
animals and the working life on a farm.

As the summer term came to an end 9 children were preparing to leave
for primary school and 4 additional children left as the parents required
longer hours which Sparrows were unable to provide.

As Sparrows closed for the summer there was a total of 6 children on role
for September 2025 and 4 members of staff.

5 March 2012




Section E

Brief statement of the
charity’s policy on reserves

Details of any funds materially
in deficit

Further financial review details

You may choose to include
additional information, where
relevant about:

e the charity’s principal
sources of funds (including
any fundraising);

e how expenditure has
supported the key objectives
of the charity;

e investment policy and
objectives including any
ethical investment policy
adopted.

Financial review

Reserves to cover costs of staff redundancies and any other costs if
playgroup was to close for any other reason.

(Optional information)

Sparrows ran a quiz night and raffle to help raise much needed funds to
replace outdoor equipment. Successfully raising £600.

Section F

Other optional information

Section G

Declaration

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

Signature(s)

Full name(s)

Position (eg Secretary, Chair,
etc)

Date

TAR
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CCXX R1 accounts (SS)

@ CHARITY COMMISSION|

FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

Receipts and payments accounts

For the period from

1.9.24

To

31.8.25

CC16a

Section A Receipts and payments

Unrestricted funds

to the nearest £

Restricted funds

to the nearest £

Endowment funds

to the nearest £

Total funds

to the nearest £

Last year

to the nearest £

A1 Receipts
FEES 6,553 - - 6,553 7,253
GRANT FEES 44,940 - - 44,940 49,495
DONATIONS 400 - - 400 60
FUND RAISING 728 - - 728 378
SAVINGS ACCOUNT INTEREST 316 - - 316 242
HMRC Refund - - - - 1,362
Sub total (Gross income for AR) 52,937 B E 52,937 58,790
A2 Asset and investment sales, (see
table).
Sub total a 5 2 2 .
Total receipts | 52,9371 [ -1 1 -1 1 52,937 — — 58,700 _
A3 Payments
STAFF COSTS 55,680 - - 55,680 64,760
ADMINISTRATION 271 - - 271 387
PLAYGROUP ACTIVITIES & SUPPLIES 2,311 - - 2,311 1,589
INSURANCE 888 - - 888 558
OFSTED FEE 35 - - 35 35
CHURCH HALL 4,788 - - 4,788 4,788
Sub total 63,973 - - 63,973 72,417
A4 Asset and investment purchases,
(see table)
Sub total B 5 : 5 "
Total payments | 63,973] | -1 10 -1 0 63,973 ] | 72,117
Net of receipts/(payments) | - L .cwm._ 3 A 11,0 g 13,327
A5 Transfers between funds 3 2 5 £ X
A6 Cash funds last year end y 3 3 46,570 | 59,837
Cash funds this year end 350,41 5 A ) 46,510}

9.1.26




CCXX R2 accounts (SS)

Section B Statement of assets and liabilities at the end of the period

B1 Cash funds

B2 Other monetary assets

B3 Investment assets

B4 Assets retained for the charity’s own
use

Unrestricted funds

to nearest £

Restricted funds

to nearest £

Endowment funds

to nearest £

CASH

93 - &

CURRENT ACCOUNT 4,933 . o
SAVINGS ACCOUNT 30,448 A %
Total cash funds 35,474 5 &

(agree balances with receipts and payments

account(s))
Unrestricted funds Restricted funds Endowment funds
to nearest £ to nearest £ to nearest £

Fund to which Cost (optional) Current value
asset belongs p (optional)
Fund to which Cost (optional) Current value
asset belongs P (optional)

2

9.1.26




CCXX R3 accounts (SS)

B5 Liabilities

Signed by one or two trustees on behalf of
all the trustees

Fund to which Amount due When due
Details liability relates (optional) {optional)
Signature Print Name Date of approval
RT Koo o- RIT ENVY [KemM @|| T-il-2029
Wece R Kehey Leag Hice |[7-n-2025
J

9.1.26




Independent examiner's
report on the accounts

@ CHARITY COMMISSION
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

Section A Independent Examiner’s Report
Report to the trustees/
membersof | SP R RR WIS PLAYGROUP
On accounts for the year Charity no

ended | 31ST AuUGLUST Zoas (ifany) | 6269 L3

Set out on pages

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity (“the Trust”) for the year ended

Responsibilities and As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation
basis of report of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act
2011 (“the Act”).

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, |
have followed the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent I have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have
examiner's statement come to my attention (otherthanrthat-diselosed-betow-*) in connection with
the examination which gives me cause to believe that in, any material
respect:
* accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of
the Act or
e the accounts do not accord with the accounting records

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

* Please delete the words in the brackets if they do not apply.

A 3
Signed: Q\J/[‘WL&,M , Date: Q,Si L -2,0257

Name: FoNN TJoawy Ko o6 ]
Relevant professional
qualification(s) or body
(if any):
Address: aa_ EcYoora @M (& mad
NS
N [ oS = N\'@JQD\
cCos 862

IER 1 October 2018




Section B Disclosure

Only complete if the examiner needs to highlight matters of concern (see CC32,
Independent examination of charity accounts: directions and guidance for
examiners).

Give here brief details of
any items that the
examiner wishes to
disclose.

IER 2 October 2018




