
                     

 
Stepping Stones Pre School 

William Barnes Primary School 

Bridge Street 

Sturminster Newton 

DT10 1BZ 

OFSTED EY395220 

 
AGM MEETING 

Venue:  Stepping Stones Pre-School at 7.30pm  

Date 24 September 2024 

 

 

Present:  

Val Cuff, Samantha Ward, Richard Lemon, Emma Chatfield, Laura Stuart, Sophie 

Chatfield, Iresha Sandamali. 

 

Apologies – Lindzey Bealing, Laura Cooper, Rhoda Lacy. 

 

Managers' Report to AGM  
 

TO BE UPLOADED AS SEPARATE DOCUMENT. 

 

Chair Person’s Report to AGM 

 

TO BE UPLOADED AS SEPARATE DOCUMENT. 

 

Treasurer’s Report to AGM 

 

TO BE UPLOADED AS SEPARATE DOCUMENT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                     

 

 

Agenda 

Agenda - Stepping Stones Pre-School  Tuesday 24 September 2024 

 Committee members/Trustees 

 Governing Document 

 Val will be leaving us July 2025 

 Holiday dates/special occasions 

 Raffles 

 Chocolate Tombola 

 Christmas Party 

 Refurb/toilets/art area/bike shed/sun sails 

 Fee increase 

 Consumables charge 

 AOB 

 

Committee Matters 

 

Chair 

Samantha Ward has agreed to continue in her role as Chair Person, with support 

from the rest of the team. Val proposed, Emma seconded the motion. 

 

Treasurer 

Richard Lemon will be stepping down from the role; Emma Chatfield has agreed to 

take over. Samantha proposed, Richard seconded the motion. 

 

Secretary 

Laura Stuart has agreed to continue her role as Secretary, after taking over from 

Rhoda Lacy shortly after last year’s AGM. Samantha proposed, Emma seconded the 

motion.  

 

Additional Agenda Items 

 

 Val opened the meeting with her annual Managers’ report <see separate 

document for full details>.  

o Val to chase school placement applications to make sure all Rising 5’s 

have applied before closing date. 

o General costs have all increased; staff, rent, food, paper, etc.  

o ‘Good’ result from Ofsted inspection (December 2023). 

o A few complaints logged to Ofsted; however, one had been erroneously 

linked with Stepping Stones and others have been satisfactorily resolved.  



                     

 Sam went through the Chair Person report <see separate document for full 

details>. 

o Expressed sincere thanks at all fundraising. 

o Would like to try bridge the gap between Stepping Stones and William 

Barnes; working closely and sharing events with the PTFA, along with 

building relationship with new headmistress, Ms Locke.  

o Continue refurbishing the Stepping Stone facilities and buildings where 

possible.  

o Sam is finding it increasingly hard to maintain her Chair Person role, and is 

looking to step down.  

 

 Richard went through the Treasurer’s report <see separate document for full 

details>. 

o Further discussion about increasing costs and how we might reduce 

spending: 

 Ink cartridges can often be a large expenditure, although not 

regularly. Could we look to reduce printing of eg. accident forms 

with ability to upload details on Tapestry? Moving to paperless 

invoicing via email?  

 Fixed consumables charge per child per term is definitely helping 

cover adhoc snack costs. 

o Richard requested Val stapling faded receipts to paper and annotating the 

paper with necessary details. 

o Richard requires the paperwork from the Child Okeford auction (£376) 

o Richard requires the receipt for Emma Chatfield’s DBS. 

o Richard requires the paperwork/receipt for Hayley’s Best Practice bill.  

o Richard requires the paperwork/receipt for the donation from SNADS 

(March 2024, £350).  

o Possible upcoming expenditure includes maintaining/fixing some broken 

fence panels and boxing in pipework in main building, but possibility of 

Wiliam Barnes covering costs? Sam to look into capital funding. 

o Fee increase from £6.50 to £7.50 PH is helping to cover costs. 

 

 Upcoming events:  

o Halloween – trip to Nazareth Lodge for ‘trick or treating’ 

o Christmas – hoping to arrange for a Chocolate Tombola (with donations 

from families) and raffle. Christmas party for the children to be arranged 

for last week of term.  

o “New to me” tabletop sale; possibly 9th November? ~£10 a table? 

Possibility of providing refreshments? Will arrange details in upcoming 

weeks.  

 

Meeting adjourned 8.30pm.  
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Independent examiner's report on the 
accounts 

 

           Section A                        Independent Examiner’s Report 
 

 

Report to the trustees Charity Name 

Stepping Stones Pre School 
  

On accounts for the year 
ended 

31 August 2024 Charity no 
(if any) 

1026316 

  

Set out on pages 1-12 
(remember  to include the page numbers of additional sheets) 

  

 
 
 
Responsibilities and 
basis of report 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above 
charity (“the Trust”) for the year ended 31/08/2024. 
 

As the charity's trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the 
accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 
(“the Act”).  
 

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out 
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I 
have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission 
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

Independent 
examiner's statement 

I have completed my examination.  I confirm that no material matters have 
come to my attention in connection with the examination (other than that 
disclosed below *) which gives me cause to believe that in, any material 
respect: 

• the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 
of the Charities Act; or  

• the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or 

• the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements 
concerning the form and content of accounts set out in the Charities 
(Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any requirement 
that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which is not a matter 
considered as part of an independent examination. 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection 
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in 
order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

* Please delete the words in the brackets if they do not apply. 
  

Signed: 

 

Date: 15/4/25 

  

Name: Andrew Comer 

  

Relevant professional 
qualification(s) or body: 

ACCA 

  

Address: 
Evans and Co, Manchester House, High Street, Stalbridge, Dorset DT10 
2LL. 


