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The 2023-24 school year saw some big and unexpected developments, with major changes in senior 
staff and our financial status returning to its pre pandemic levels. I should outline the basics behind 
the financial improvement. Pupil demographic resulted in an unprecedented level of additional 
funding being available to us, staff changes have meant the redundancy provisions are currently 
more than adequate at £29,850 so we have not had to top that up this year, from April 2 year funding 
has been available to working parents, this has seen an increase in younger pupil numbers and 2 year 
funding is £8.02 per hour Versus £5.41 for 3 and 4 year olds. Since the start of this calendar year we 
now take pupils from the age of 2 rather than the previous 2 ½. Also, since successfully taking over 
as leader at Christmas Sam has kept a very tight rein on staffing levels which has resulted in lower 
staffing costs this year compared with 2022-23 despite staff receiving salary increase of 5% to 10%.

Funding received in 2023-24 was £89,176.65 up from £70,251.67. However, fees received dropped 
to £17,440.55 from £19,527.62.  This is a trend I would expect to continue as more Government 
funding becomes available over the next few years.

Our disposable income at the end of 2023-24 is £17,528.71 up from £377.18 at the end of 2022-23. 
A truly remarkable recovery.

Fundraising had another fantastic year, congratulations to Jodie, and the staff and committee 
members that have been involved in the various events. £2140.28 was raised after costs during the 
year, slightly beating the previous year’s total. This included two donations of £250 from Ailsworth 
Parish council and Bennetts Motorcycles, our thanks go to them. Halloween was again a great 
success, as was the village wide table top sale in the spring. These were complimented by numerous 
other fun events throughout the year. All of this money is set aside to be spent on the children at the 
setting.

As I look forward, I am more optimistic about the financial situation than I have been since the 
pandemic. We now have enough reserves set aside to hopefully survive another such event. 15 hours 
a week funding is available this year to working parents of children over 9 months who meet the 
criteria, so this now covers all two year old children starting with us. Then starting in Sept 2025 all 
children over 9 months will be entitled to 15 hours universal funding with an additional 15 hours 



available to working parents. This looks likely to further increase our pupil numbers, especially the 
number of younger starters. 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Sam on her successful move to leader and Zara 
on becoming the new deputy. Also, many thanks to Jodie for her time as Chair and her solid support 
during some really difficult times. 

Also, thanks to Nicola Goy for again checking and signing off last year’s accounts. Once this year’s  
are approved, I will submit them to the Charity Commission.






