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Chairperson’s Report 

 

A very warm welcome to everyone and a special thank you for attending the Whitley Lodge Under 
Fives AGM. This is later than usual following a delay outside of our control at the auditors. We are 
happy to be able to hold a face-to-face meeting and to have this chance to meet up in person. 

Introduction 

I am sure that all of you are aware that Whitley Lodge Under Fives is a provider of quality pre-school 
education where children learn through play, in a safe and nurturing environment. 

Under Fives is funded through parental fees, government funding, fundraising activities, and grants 
and because we are a charity, we have a Committee or ‘Board of Trustees’ that meet regularly 
throughout the year to help steer and support the management. I would urge you to consider 
joining the Committee as this is an excellent way to become more involved in your child’s education.  

2022-2023 

The past year has once again been a good one, with the challenges brought by Covid finally relaxing 
and things returning to a more normal way of operating. 

Our pre-school sessions have been busy, but we have been able to offer parents mostly what they 
needed in terms of availability of sessions. Afternoon sessions recommenced and were offered to 
children joining later in the year. Demand continued for Toddler sessions also and thanks must go to 
Rachael Robinson for organising Toddlers, which are now running on Tuesdays and Fridays at full 
capacity. Most importantly the children have, as always, enjoyed being with us and have progressed 
in their journeys with us. 

We were inspected by Ofsted on 4th May and received an excellent report and grade of Good. Thank 
you to all of the staff, not only for their efforts during the inspection, which we all understand is a 
demanding experience, but also for maintaining such high standards of education and care on a daily 
basis for the children in our setting. 

During the past year we have been able to resume more events and fundraising activities. 
Fundraising has included a sponsored toddle, which was very successful. We also had a professional 
photographer, with profits from photographs going to Playgroup funds There was also a clothes 
collection, book sale, name the Easter bunny, sale of coronation tea towels and graduation key rings. 
Events have included very enjoyable Christmas parties and a beach trip. 

Financially, we are currently stable, but as I am sure Emma will report our funds have been reduced 
by increases in living wage and cost of living rises together with our efforts to keep fees as 
reasonable as possible. Moving forward we need to seek more grants and hold more fundraising 
events. There are also government plans to expand funded places to include younger children and 
we will carefully monitor the impact this will have on our setting. 

I would like to say a huge thank you to each staff member. You make the group what it is, with your 
commitment to the children, making it fun despite the challenges and showing amazing resilience 
and fortitude to keep smiling throughout. You have all been amazing. 

A special thank you must go to Carol, who, now with the support of Joanne, continues to manage 
cheerfully and efficiently and is always mindful of the needs of the children and staff. 



I would also like to thank all of the committee and staff for attending our virtual committee 
meetings and looking for new fundraising ideas. Your support has been invaluable.  

A big thank you must go to Emma, our Treasurer, who continues to oversee the finances of the 
group and gives generously of her time to keep our financial situation on track. Thanks also to 
Carolyn, our Secretary, for the minutes, and to Joanne for minutes in Carolyn’s absence. 

Thanks also to Rachael who has been on the Committee for some years now and has decided that 
the time has come for her to move on and also thanks to Natalie who after a couple of years has also 
come to the same decision. 

Summary 

Whitley Lodge Under Fives continues to provide a much needed and valuable service. We remain 
financially stable. The committee and staff continue to work well together to support the group 
going forward whilst our excellent staff team provide our children with a strong and happy 
foundation for the future.  

 

Thank you 

Jane Greenfield 

 






















