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Our attendance numbers for the first half this year were at about 50% of the 
usual rate. This is entirely due to the impacts of Covid-19. Many parents were 
either working from home or needed to be at home to home school their older 
children, some families are dealing with financial uncertainty due to being 
furloughed for an unknown time period, and some families made the decision to 
keep their children at home due to their own concerns regarding the potential 
risks of Covid-19 entering the nursery. 

From the March 2021 primary and secondary schools reopened which did lead to 
an increase in attendance numbers and by July numbers were much more 
buoyant. We were unable to hold our usual open days or visit local toddler 
groups to attract more children into the setting due to the Covid-19 restrictions 
and therefore had to resort to other forms of advertising such as via Facebook. 
With a large percentage of children leaving the setting to being the next step of 
their journeys at primary school it was crucial to attract new starters. The need 
to attract more nursery age children was compounded by the fact that the after 
school club had a far lower intake than usual as many parents were working from
home and/or home schooling their primary age children. 

Unfortunately our biggest fundraiser of the year – Bures Music Festival was 
cancelled again and we have not had opportunity to safely fundraise for the 
duration of this year. 

2021 should have been a year for Noah’s to celebrate 50 years of operation, but 
sadly we were unable to see our plans through due to concerns with Covid-19 
security and safety. It is hoped that this can be revisited at a later date to mark 
the occasion formally with all of the staff, children and local supporters. 

Despite the restrictions of Covid-19 the financial position of Noah’s remained in a
stable position thanks to government grants, the furlough scheme and increased 
numbers of children for the latter half of this year. 

It must be recognised that the team at Noah’s have worked incredibly hard over 
this last year, under unprecedented circumstances and during one of the most 
difficult years faced by Noah’s to date. The many additional requirements for 
cleaning, sanitising, procedure, and general day to day changes under Covid-19 
were strictly observed by all and implemented without fail in order to protect 
both staff and children during the pandemic. 


















