
            New Studio Annual Report 2022/2023     

The past financial year of 2022-2023 has been for the first time in many years a real struggle. 

Our local schools have started taking children as soon as they turn 3, it used to be the term after 

they are three, so we had lots of children start the term with us but then leave as soon as they 

turned 3. Local schools with maintained nursery classes can offer full time provision at no cost to the 

parent and as a charity and self-sustainable setting we cannot offer this and need to charge fees.  

We did have children on our waiting list, but they were all 2 years old, and the staff ratios are 1-4 

and we did not have the staff or capacity to offer them a space.  So, we ran at a loss for 22-23. 

Our numbers for 23-24 are looking promising and we hope this improves our finances.  

Another reason for our financial difficulties is down to our lack of fundraising over the past few years 

(especially during covid times). 

Our current parents are very pro-active, and we hope to have a few events to raise much needed 

funds. 

This will include a summer fair (we haven’t had one since 2019) Sponsored Egg Hunt and raffles. 

We had a long-standing staff member leave us due to ill health and employed a new staff member who 

had not only been with us as a one-to-one support worker but had attended New Studio as a child 

herself as well as having her 2 children at New Studio too!  

Staff are all well qualified and continue to attend training to enhance their professional development 

and to ensure the children at New Studio have the best learning development and experiences possible.  

Our Forest School provision has been a great success and the children benefit from a learner inspired 

and hands on experience in a natural environment, children grow in confidence as they problem solve 

and manage risks which supports their emotional and social needs and provides them with a sense of 

well-being. 

Children access a range of experiences that include using real tools, cooking on a campfire and going 

on bug hunts.  

The children also grow fruit and vegetables in our allotment, and we then use them for snack or 

cooking, this gives children a sense of achievement watching them grow alongside the knowledge of how 

food grows. 

Feedback from leaving parents is always positive and they all say that their time at New Studio has 

given their child the best possible start in life and are school and life ready when they leave us.  

We are grateful to our landlords Notting Hill Methodist Church for their continued support and 

maintenance of our building and garden. We have recently renewed our lease which is for 7 years . 

We are very much part of the local community and have good links with the local schools. 

New Studio Preschool has families returning with siblings and now have the children of parents who 

attended New Studio themselves and returning to be part of ‘The New Studio Family ‘  

                     We look forward to seeing what this next year brings.         
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