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European Federation of Societies for Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology 
(EFSUMB) 

Registered UK Charity 1016118 

 

Trustees’ Report March 2021 
 
 

This report has been prepared by the EFSUMB Trustees registered with the Charity 

Commission according to the Statement of Recommended Practice requirements that all 

charities must follow:  

 
• Objectives and activities 
 
EFSUMB’s objectives are to: 

• promote the science, the research and development of ultrasound in Medicine and 

Biology and to publish the results of research  

• to propose standards and to give advice concerning criteria for optimum equipment 

and techniques and clinical applications 

• to arrange congresses and study and development meetings on an international 

level both in and outside Europe by the member organisations, including organising, 

in co-operation with a local committee, a European or World Congress for 

ultrasound in Medicine and Biology (WFUMB) 

• to represent the interests of its membership in WFUMB and in any other 

international organisation whose purposes are consistent with those of EFSUMB. 

 
• Achievements and performance 
 
Research activities 
 
The last twelve months has seen the publication of the following EFSUMB papers: 

1. Guidelines and Good Clinical Practice Recommendations for Contrast Enhanced 

Ultrasound (CEUS) in the Liver Update 2020 WFUMB in cooperation with EFSUMB, 

AFSUMB, AIUM and FLAUS 

2. Dermatologic Ultrasound Position Statement 2020 

3. Gastrointestinal US in Intestinal Emergencies 2020 

4. Contrast-Enhanced Ultrasound-Adapted Bosniak Cyst Categorization 2020 
5. Update on the use of contrast enhanced ultrasound in children 2021 
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The following papers are work in progress for publication in 2021 

1. Gastrointestinal US Functional Disorders Part 7 

2. Musculoskeletal (MSUS) Ultrasound two parts 

3. Point of Care Ultrasound (PoCUS) Guidelines in Chest and Lung 

4. Dynamic CEUS Ultrasound  

 

Standards in US 

 

Training Recommendations work in progress for publication in 2021 

1. Professional Standards in Ultrasound two parts 

2. Head and Neck Training Recommendations 

3. EFSUMB Safety Committee compiled information on safe performance of ultrasound 

scans and disinfection issues in context of COVID-19  

 

Courses and Congresses 

 

The EURSOSON  2020 congress planned for Bergen, Norway was cancelled along with a 

number of planned Schools in 2020 and 2021. One School proceeded as a hybrid meeting 

and EFSUMB recorded this for free access on the EFSUMB website. The EUROSON 2021 

Timisoara, Romania meeting has been postponed to 2022. However, EFSUMB still organised 

some lectures online and the annual EFSUMB Young Investigator Session proceeded as an 

online competition. 

 

Online Education 

 

EFSUMB has adapted to the pandemic with all committee meetings held online and by 

offering more webinars.  Some were directly related to COVID-19 lung ultrasound but others 

continue the tradition of Contrast Enhanced US webinars and promoting newly published 

guidelines such as Dermatologic and Gastrointestinal Ultrasound.  

EFSUMB took advantage of the reduced external meeting activities to launch an upgraded 

and modernised website platform. The Student Committee contributed a Basic Ultrasound 

Atlas of Images for the site. 

 

Cooperation with international organisations and Industry 

 

The next EFSUMB congress will be held jointly with the WFUMB and the Romanian National 

Society congresses in 2022. The cooperation agreement with European Society of Radiology 

has been renewed and an EFSUMB MSUS session will be held at European Congress of 

Radiology this year. 
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EFSUMB continues to cooperate sharing information on EFSUMB activities with Industry 

Partners through its elected representatives to encourage financial support of webinars, 

congresses and schools. 

 

Impact of COVID19 

 

The pandemic has disrupted the physical meetings and reduced EFSUMB’s income but this 

has been offset by replacing physical committee meetings to online meetings. 

• EFSUMB’s annual congress EUROSON 2020 Bergen, Norway was cancelled and 

EUROSON 2021 Timisoara, Romania postponed to 2022. The knock effect was to 

require the date change of the planned EUROSON 2022 Riga Latvia to 2024 

• Of the 13 planned Euroson Schools for 2020 only 3 were able to take place (one as a 

hybrid school offering online participation which was recorded and freely available 

on the EFSUMB website) 

• All of the planned Endorsed courses were cancelled as physical meetings and a few 

offered online 

• All Committee meetings have been held online thereby offsetting any reduction in 

income from external events and at the same time protecting all EFSUMB members 

with no contact.  It is noticeable that the Committees have met more frequently and 

with greater number participation with online meetings 

• The web administrator and General Secretary have continued working from home. 

 

The EFSUMB website, despite the changes restricting some material in a members’ only 

section, saw increased visitor numbers. EFSUMB utilized and capitalized on this interest by 

offering more webinars and free access to the COVID19 website section with international 

links to safety information. The website restructuring was completed during the pandemic 

to provide a faster website platform.  

 

The prospects for 2021 are uncertain. Some Schools and Courses have been rescheduled for 

later in the year but it is too early to tell if these will be able to proceed as normal or will 

need to be switched to hybrid or purely online meetings. An Industrial Board Meeting has 

taken place this year to encourage Industry to support more webinars in 2021 (10 planned 

to date) and future school recordings. 

 
• Financial review 
 
Following several years with an annual surplus income, EFSUMB in 2019 had a net loss of 

65,317 GBP (71,960 €). This loss was the result of a fall of around 21,000 GBP in membership 

income as the Swiss Society left EFSUMB and the amended Constitution reduced the 

membership fees payable by DEGUM to 33% of the total membership. Membership at the 

end of 2020 totals 15,365 with the vast majority from the 30 National Socieites. EFSUMB has 
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responded by inviting individual membership, continuing to promote Schools and Courses 

online for a small fee and selling individual chapters from the EFSUMB Course Book online. 

It is believed that EFSUMB can adjust to the reduced income by encouraging new National 

Societies and individual members to join and continuing to use the strategies imposed by 

the pandemic such as use of online meetings.  

The direct expenditure relating to the Societies’ activities include the stable (virtual) office 

and website costs, followed by the 1.5 USD for each EFSUMB member paid to WFUMB. 

2020 will see a significant reduction in costs for supporting EFSUMB Committee meetings 

and attendance at the EUROSON congress.  All guidelines consensus meetings have taken 

place online and with electronic voting.  

EFSUMB has invested income of approximately 150,000 GBP which is equivalent to three 

years administration costs. This reserve is maintained to ensure that the Federation can 

continue for a further three years using these funds to continue the work in progress and 

restructure to a new situation if required. 

 

Plans for future period 

 

Guidelines projects are proposed to extend the PoCUS project to other organs, 

Multiparametic Imaging of the Pancreas, Liver and Small Parts and updates of existing 

guidelines. Increased online material will be made available to members including school 

recordings, book chapters, safety statements and position papers. The EUROSON 2022 

congress will see EFSUMB lectures and sessions in a physical or hybrid meeting. 

 
• Structure, governance and management 
 
European Federation of Societies for Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology (EFSUMB) is a 

Registered UK Charity number 1016118 with the Administrative Office PO Box 72718 

London SW19 9HD. The registered Trustees, Prof Paul Sidhu, Prof Adrian Lim and Prof Camel 

Moran are based in the UK and have participated during this reporting period and within 

EFSUMB Committees and are cognisant with EFSUMB policy. 

 

EFSUMB is governed by its Constitution which determines the structure of the Federation 

and is observed with elections held every two years which will be held electronically in 

2021. Nominations are requested from all the member National Societies. In order to 

increase the country representation within EFSUMB Committees, members are co-opted 

from National Societies who have been unsuccessful in the election or who have skills that 

are required within the Committees. 

 

The administrative decisions are taken by the Executive Bureau with five elected positions, 

President, President Elect, Past President, Honorary Secretary and Treasurer and two co-

opted members. Specialist committees exist for Education and Professional Standards, 
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Publications, Safety and Student matters. Day to day administration is carried out by the 

Executive Secretary and a website Administrator accountable to the Executive Bureau in 

accordance with the Constitution. The remuneration of these workers is the remit of the 

Executive Bureau and is reviewed annually in the context of similar operating organisations. 

 
• Reference and administrative details 
 
The Trustees delegate the day-to-day administrative management of the charity to the 

General Secretary (at the time of writing this report) Mrs Lynne Rudd who has served in this 

capacity since 2009. Frequent meetings are held by the Executive Bureau to whom the 

General Secretary is accountable.  

 
The General Secretary’s liaises with the accountant to produce the annual financial report. 

Mr Christian Cooray of Hartley Fowler LLP, Tuition House, 27/37 St George’s Road, 

Wimbledon SW19 4EU. 

 

• Exemptions from disclosure 

 

No exemptions from disclosure are claimed as there are no payments to Trustees or 

EFSUMB committee members except for necessarily incurred expenses which are 

reimbursed according to EFSUMB approved policy. 

 

• Funds held as custodian trustee on behalf of others 

 

EFSUMB is the custodian trustee for an endowment fund provided by the French Ultrasound 

Society for a French Society nominated Thérèse Planiol lecture to be held at a EUROSON 

Congress and is provided to cover travel and accommodation. The fund currently stands at 

3011 GBP.  

 

The annual CEUS School held in Munich, Germany receives the invoiced assistance of 

EFSUMB administration to raise sponsorship and reimburse speakers. A balance from the 

2020 School of 34,463.60 euro is carried forward to 2021 and held by EFSUMB as a 

restricted fund for the course organisers Prof Dirk Clevert and Prof Hans-Peter Weskott. 
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Report prepared on 30 April, 2021 by EFSUMB Trustees 
 
 

        
 
Prof Paul Sidhu   Prof Adrian Lim  Prof Carmel Moran 
London, UK    London, UK   Edinburgh, UK 
Trustee and Past President Trustee and Publications Trustee and Safety 

Committee Chair  Committee Member 
 
 
 


































































