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Manchester Cathedral Development Trust  
 

Notes forming part of the financial statements  
for the year ended 31 December 2021 

 

 
1. Accounting policies 
 

The financial statements are prepared under the historical cost convention and in accordance with the 
Statement of Recommended Practice “Accounting and Reporting by Charities SORP (FRS 102)” effective 
January 2019, applicable UK Accounting Standards and the Charities Act 2011.  As a result of this change 
there has been no overall impact on the net assets of the Charity but there has been a change in the 
disclosure of certain items.  The particular accounting policies adopted by the Trustees are described below. 
The registered office of the charity is Manchester Cathedral, Victoria Street, Manchester M3 1SX. 
 
The financial statements have been prepared to give a ‘true and fair’ view and have departed from the 
Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 only to the extent required to provide a ‘true and fair’ 
view. This departure has involved following Accounting and Reporting by Charities preparing their financial 
statements in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland 
(FRS 102) rather than the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
effective from 1 April 2005, which has since been withdrawn. 
 
The financial statements are prepared in GBP, being the functional currency, and are rounded to the nearest 
pound. 

 
 Financial Instruments 
 
 The charity only has financial assets and financial liabilities of a kind that qualify as basic financial 

instruments. Basic financial instruments are recognised at transaction value. 
 
 Going Concern 
 
 The financial statements have been prepared on a going concern basis.  In the current economic climate, 

the trustees acknowledge the effect of the current cost of living crisis and have reforecast the financial 
position and cash-flows for the period to 31 December 2023.  The forecasts confirm that the charity can meet 
its obligations as they fall due.   

 
 The Trustees note that the charity has cash balances available that represent many years of non-

discretionary expenditure.  As such the Trustees are satisfied that the Charity can settle its obligations for a 
period of at least 12 months from the date of signing the financial statements and that it is appropriate for 
the financial statements to be prepared on a going concern basis.  

 
 Fund Accounting 
 
 Unrestricted general funds are funds which are available for use at the discretion of the Trustees in 

furtherance of the general objectives of the charity. 
  
 Restricted funds are funds to be used in accordance with specific restrictions imposed by donors or which 

have been raised by the charity for particular purposes. 
 
 Income 
 

All income is recognised once the charity has entitlement to the income, it is probable that the income will 
be received and the amount of income receivable can be measured reliably. 

Donations are recognised in the statement of financial activities when the charity has been notified in writing 
of both the amount and settlement date.  In the event that a donation is subject to conditions that require a 
level of performance before the charity is entitled to the funds, the income is deferred and not recognised 
until either those conditions are fully met, or the fulfilment of those conditions is wholly within the control of 
the charity and it is probable that those conditions will be met. 
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Manchester Cathedral Development Trust  
 

Notes forming part of the financial statements  
for the year ended 31 December 2021 Continued 

 

 
1. Accounting policies (continued) 

 

Income (continued) 
 
Legacy gifts are recognised on a case by case basis following the grant of probate when the executor of the 
estate has communicated in writing the amount of the legacy, that there are sufficient assets in the estate to 
pay the legacy and that any conditions attached to the legacy are within the control of the charity or have 
been met. 
 
Investment income is included when receivable. 

 
 Direct Charitable Expenditure 

 
Liabilities are recognised as expenditure as soon as there is a legal or constructive obligation committing the 
charity to that expenditure, it is probable that settlement will be required and the amount of the obligation 
can be measured or estimated reliably.  All expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis. 
 
Costs of raising funds comprise the costs associated with attracting voluntary income.   

Charitable expenditure comprises those costs incurred by the charity in the delivery of its activities and 
services to Manchester Cathedral and the community served by Manchester Cathedral.  It includes both 
costs that can be allocated directly to such activities and those costs of an indirect nature necessary to 
support them including governance costs.  
 

 Taxation  
 

The charity is exempt from tax on income and gains falling within section 505 of the Taxes Act 1988 or 
section 256 of the Taxation of Chargeable Gains Act 1992 to the extent that these are applied to its charitable 
objects. 

Judgements in applying accounting policies and key sources of estimation uncertainty 

In preparing the Financial Statements, management is required to make estimates and assumptions which 
affect reported income, expenses, assets, liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities.  Use 
of available information and application of judgement are inherent in the formation of estimates, together 
with expectations of future events that are believed to be reasonable under the circumstances.  Actual results 
in the future could differ from such estimates. 

There are not considered to be any key areas of judgement in these financial statements. 
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