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Trustees’ report  
For the year ended 31st March 2024 

  
Structure, governance and management  
The Trust is a registered charity, number 1003520, and is constituted under a Trust Deed dated 23 October 1990.  
     
Trustees    
The Trustees during the year and since the year end were:    
Mr Matthew Balaam  
Mr Benjamin Burrows                                            
Mr Christian Petersen  
Mr Derek Williams 
    
The Trustees are selected from the membership of Oxford 144 Round Table.  
The charity is managed by its members, who meet 4 times per year. There were 11 (2023: 10) members at 31st March 
2024.  
                                  
Objects  
The objects of the charity according to its Trust Deed are:  

1) to relieve persons resident in any part of the world but in particular those resident or temporarily located in 
the county of Oxfordshire who are in conditions of need, hardship or distress as a result of local, national or 
international disaster or by reason of their social and economic circumstances;  

2) to further the education (including social and physical training) of children attending maintained schools in 
the County of Oxfordshire;  

3) such other charitable purposes for the general benefit of the inhabitants of the County of Oxfordshire as the 
Trustees shall think fit.   

  
Means to achieve the objectives for the public benefit  
The charity raises finance from fundraising events during the year. The charity received income from these sources of 
£227,527 (2023: £213,363) and after fundraising costs of £194,504 (2023: £139,875) the charity’s funds increased by 
£33,023 (2023: £73,488). The charity gave donations of £35,281 (2023: £30,907), spent £180 (2023: £175) on 
administration costs and received £29 in interest resulting in a (deficit)/surplus of £(2,409) (2023: £42,406), which was 
(deducted from)/added to reserves. The charity has a grant-making policy of giving to deserving causes in accordance 
with its objects, in particular to those in the Oxfordshire area.                        
  
Financial review  
At 31st March 2024 the charity held reserves of £162,068 (2023: £164,477). The Trustees consider that a reserve of at 
least £125,000 (2023: £150,000) should be held for unforeseen expenditures on its fundraising activities. It is the 
charity’s aim to give as much as possible for charitable purposes.  
  
Trustees’ responsibilities  
Charity law requires the Trustees to prepare accounts for each financial period which give a true and fair view of the 
state of affairs of the charity as at the end of the financial period and of the surplus or deficit of the charity for that 
period. In preparing those accounts the Trustees are required to:  

• Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently.  
• Observe the methods and principles in the Charities’ SORP 2019 (FRS 102). 
• Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent.  
• Follow applicable accounting standards, subject to any material departures disclosed and explained in the 

accounts.  
• Prepare the accounts on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the charity will 

continue in operation. 
The Trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose at any time the true financial 
position of the charity and enable them to ensure that the accounts comply with the Charities Act 2011. They are also 
responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and 
detection of fraud and other irregularities.  

  
Signed On behalf of the Trustees by Mr Christian Petersen on 30th January 2025.  
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Independent examiner’s report to the Trustees of  

  
Oxford Round Table Charitable Trust  

    
    
I report to the charity trustees on my examination of the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31st March 2024 
which are set out on pages 4 to 7.  
                                                                   
Responsibilities and basis of report  
                  
As the charity’s trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of 
the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act’).  
I report in respect of my examination of the charity’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the Act and in carrying 
out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission under Section 
145(5)(b) of the Act.  
  
Independent examiners statement  
  
I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in connection with the 
examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect:  
  

1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the charity as required by section 130 of the Act; or  
2. the accounts do not accord with those records; or  
3. the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content of accounts set 

out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any requirement that the accounts 
give a ‘true and fair’ view which is not a matter considered as part of an independent examination.  

  
I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which  attention 
should be drawn in in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.  

  
  
  
  
  
  
G L Cole  FCA  
Oxford  
  
30th January 2025 
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Statement of Financial Activities   
    
                                                                   Year ended 31st March 2024   
                                

    2023/2024   2022/2023 

Income            

Income from Fireworks           224,407      212,063 

Income from Santa’s Sleigh             1,421         1,128 

Donations & other event income received           1,699            172 

 Interest received       29                  - 

      

Total income           227,556      213,363 

            

Expenditure  
  

             

Charitable expenditure            

Donations    (note 4)           35,281        30,907 

            

Fundraising costs            

Expenditure on Fireworks           194,504     139,875 

Administration costs           180         175 

            

Total expenditure          229,965      170,957 

            

Net (expenditure)/income       (2,409)                  42,406 

           

Total funds brought forward           164,477              122,071 

           

Total funds carried forward         £162,068 
 

  
  
  

             £164,477 
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                                                                      Balance Sheet  
                                                                As at 31st March 2024 

 

   

      2024          2023 
Current assets            
           
Bank accounts     166,590 158,762 
Debtors (note 5)                       0             5,715       
     
  
  

    
                  166,590 

  
    164,477 

Creditors: due within one year (note 6)         (4,522)      (-) 

            

            

Net assets      £162,068  £164,477 

            

Represented by            

        

Unrestricted general funds         

At start of the year         164,477  122,071 

(Deficit)/surplus for the year     (2,409)     42,406 
At end of the year     162,068  164,477 

       

Total funds   £162,068   £164,477 

  
  
  
  
  
These accounts were approved by the Trustees on 30th January 2025.  
  
  
  
Signed on behalf of the Trustees by Mr Christian Petersen 
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                                             Notes to the Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2024 
 
1. Accounting Policies  
  
The following accounting policies have been used consistently in dealing with items which are considered material in 
relation to the charity’s accounts.  
                                                                      
a) Basis of preparation  
The accounts have been prepared in accordance with ‘Accounting and Reporting by Charities’: Statement of 
Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting 
Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) issued in October 2019, the Financial Reporting 
Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) and the Charities Act 2011.  
The accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention with items recognised at cost or transaction 
value unless otherwise stated in the relevant note to these accounts.  
The Trustees consider there to be no uncertainties in applying the going concern basis to these accounts.  
  
Oxford Round Table Charitable Trust meets the definition of a public benefit entity under FRS 102.  
  
b) Fund Accounting  
Unrestricted funds consist of a general fund which the Trustees may use for the furtherance of the objects of the 
charity, at their discretion.   
  
c) Income  
Income is recognised when the charity has entitlement to the income, receipt is probable and the amount of income 
receivable can be measured reliably.  
  
d) Donations  
Donations are considered and approved regularly. Donations are shown in the accounts when payable.  
  
e) Expenditure  
Liabilities are recognised as expenditure as soon as there is a legal or constructive obligation committing the charity to 
that expenditure, it is probable that settlement will be required and the amount of the obligation can be measured 
reliably.  
  
2. Trustees Remuneration  
  
No remuneration was paid or expenses reimbursed to the Trustees during the current or preceding year.  
  
3. Transactions with related parties  
  
During the year, the following amounts were paid to related parties for fundraising costs:  
  
Mr N Holdstock (member)              NMH Crowd SafetyManagement Ltd (director)  £1,134   (2023: £1,080)  
                                        The Hub in Headington Ltd (director)                   £180      (2023: £150)   
Mr B Burrows (trustee)                    Holywell Press Ltd (director)                              £757      (2023: £398)  
Mr J Garbott (member)                   Garbott Ltd (director)                                           £Nil        (2023: £96)   
Mr R Shannon (member)                J & R Farming Ltd (director)                               £3,576   (2023: £1,718)       
  
There were no amounts owed to or by the above related parties at 31 March 2024 (2023: £Nil).  
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                   Notes to the Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2024 
                                                                                                                           
4. Donations    
                                                2023/2024    2022/2023 
Abingdon Vesper Rotary          700       - 
Alzheimer’s Society           -     87 
Band of Brothers           -   400       
Barton United              3,000              - 
Be Free Young Carers              1,000              - 
Bicester Baby Bank       500              - 
Bliss National Charity for Newborn           -       1,700 
Charity Golf Day       260              - 
Friends of South Park               -   250 
Headington Action        1,500              - 
Headington Festival        1,799              - 
Helen and Douglas House         1,600         2,500 
Homeless Oxfordshire           560       - 
London West End Round Table               -          300 
Microwave             55              - 
North Oxford Rotary        1,900              - 
Oxford 41 Club               -       1,500 
Norwich Rotary       -       1,500 
Oxford City Council           300              - 
Oxford Isis Rotary        3,000       3,000 
Oxford Sea Scouts        1,000       1,000 
Oxfordshire Fund for Music           216              - 
Oxfordshire Mind        5,000              - 
Parasol Project               -       1,050 
Peeple           500              - 
Quarry Rovers F C           491              - 
Rehabilitation Services Trust Fund               2,300              - 
Ronald McDonald House Charities        4,000       6,000 
Secret Santa 365               -       1,200 
Sobell House Hospice Charity        5,200          500 
Special Effect               -       9,070 
Thame Round Table               -          250 
1st Thame Scout Group           400          400 
Trussel Trust               -          200 

 
           £35,281   £30,907 

5. Debtors    
Fireworks expenses                        0       5,715 
          £0     £5,715 
    
6.Creditors    
Fireworks expenses    4,522             0 
              £ 4,522           £0 
    
  


