
 

 

  Trustees’ Report for the Year to 5 April 2024 

Objectives & Structure 

The Wrentham Trust was established pursuant to a 

Charitable Trust Deed dated 11 September 1990 as 

an unincorporated association with general 

charitable purposes.  It seeks to benefit persons from 

disadvantaged or other challenging backgrounds, 

particularly children or young adults, as well as 

supporting research into cures for illnesses such as 

cancer, etc.  It works primarily through other 

charities or institutions which have the resources, 

skills and knowledge to provide impactful assistance 

through teaching, education or other learning 

opportunities. The Wrentham Trust is also able to 

make direct grants to individuals for charitable 

purposes. 

The trustees seek to apply The Wrentham Trust’s 

resources in a way which produces public benefit 

for as wide a cross-section of the community as is 

achievable whilst retaining measurable impact.  The 

trustees are mindful in this regard of the Charity 

Commission’s guidance on public benefit. 

Operations in the Year 

The Wrentham Trust’s activities have continued 

largely unchanged from previous years, focusing on 

assisting young people with their education or 

studies. As such it has provided studentships at post-

graduate, graduate and sixth-form level at 

University College London, Imperial College London 

and Epsom College. It continues to provide funding 

for the educational outreach activities of Guildford 

Shakespeare Company for two primary and one 

secondary schools in disadvantaged areas of 

Surrey, a commitment which has been extended to 

2027 and which includes GSC’s programme to 

support young carers.  

The Wrentham Trust has also supported Transforming 

Lives for Good, a charity which trains volunteer 

coaches to work with emotionally vulnerable 

children in their last primary school year on their 

journey towards secondary schools. One of the 

trustees is an unpaid volunteer for TLG.  

The trustees have monitored the impact of their 

support with the educational establishments 

concerned.  The feedback received consistently 

points to The Wrentham Trust’s support being 
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impactful and of considerable assistance to young 

people who without the direct or indirect support 

provided would have no or fewer opportunities  to 

grow their academic or personal skills.  Financial 

support provided by The Wrentham Trust in the 

education sector accounted for 86% of all funding 

provided. All of such grants were paid to 

organisations which are registered charities. 

Outside its primary sphere of operations The 

Wrentham Trust supported appeals to raise funds for 

medical equipment (including a blood analyser 

and other paediatric equipment) at a children’s 

hospital located in the Ukraine, supported a charity 

providing pyjamas for children in hospital at 

Christmas and has made other minor donations 

where individuals have undertaken personal 

charitable endeavours. 

Management & Governance 

The Wrentham Trust is governed by up to six trustees, 

appointed by the founders or by co-option of the 

trustee body.  The trustees at the end of the 

reporting period and at the date of this report were 

Andrew Kisiel, Brigitte Kisiel, Timothy Kisiel, Bernd 

Ratzke and Karen Ratzke.  The trustees meet 

(physically or digitally) as often as is required to 

make decisions which affect the actual or planned 

operations of The Wrentham Trust, and minute their 

decisions.  They have adopted a formal Grant 

Making Policy to support their decision making.    

The Wrentham Trust has no employees and none of 

the trustees received any expenses or remuneration 

in connection with their role as trustees.  All the 

trustees are qualified professionals (lawyers, 

engineers or teachers) or have significant 

experience in running successful businesses.  Where 

appropriate, they take professional advice and 

guidance on their responsibilities as trustees. 

Financial Review 

The Wrentham Trust is supported by its trustees and 

their close friends or connections through donations, 

and by legacies from former clients.  It has not 

sought to raise funds from other sources.  The 

Wrentham Trust’s accountants are: 

Bullimores LLP, Chartered Accountants 

Old Printers Yard 

156 South Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 2HF 
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None of the funds held by The Wrentham Trust are 

restricted (i.e., not available for the general 

purposes of the charity at the end of the reporting 

period).  It is not thought necessary therefore to set 

any funds aside at the end of the reporting period 

to provide reserves.  The trustees carefully consider 

commitments made prior to the year-end to ensure 

that sufficient future resources are available. 

All funds are held in cash by way of bank deposits 

and amounted to £3,574,979 at the end of the 

reporting period. The trustees consider that a 

catastrophic failure of the banking system is the only 

significant financial risk to which The Wrentham Trust 

is exposed and that if such event were to happen it 

is highly likely that all the major clearing banks would 

be adversely affected.  The Wrentham Trust’s 

bankers are: 

National Westminster Bank plc 

14 High Street 

Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AX  

 

Plans for Future Periods 

Whilst looking to provide wide public benefit, the 

trustees will favour supporting charities and 

institutions of which they have direct experience or 

other personal knowledge.  The Wrentham Trust’s 

Grant Making Policy requires the trustees in each 

case to be confident that such grants as are 

provided will be applied to achieve real impact 

and to suffer no material administration costs.   

Consistent with such policies, at the end of the 

reporting period The Wrentham Trust was 

committed to providing continuing funding for the 

studentships which it has sponsored at University 

College London and has since that date made a 

significant donation to the Francis Crick Institute 

towards the core costs of a 4-year PhD research 

studentship supporting Cancer Research UK. 

Authorised by the trustees of The Wrentham Trust 

and signed on their behalf on 26 November 2024 by: 

 

Bernd Ratzke    

Trustee                             
 






























